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By Senior Airman Joanna M. Kresge
2nd Bomb Wing Public Affairs

A new women’s ministry recent-
ly began at the Barksdale Chapel 
for Airmen, dependents and retir-
ees to network, praise and study 
the Bible.

The ministry, Protestant Women 
of the Chapel, came to the home of 
Air Force Global Strike Command 
recently; however, it began in the 
1950s in Europe. The mission is 
to help military chaplains foster 
Christian fellowship and spiritual 
growth among women in military 
bases and communities.

Felicia Salgado, president of the 
Barksdale PWOC chapter, recent-
ly moved to Barksdale from an ac-
tive overseas chapter and assist-
ed the Chaplains with starting up 
a chapter at Barksdale. She dis-
cussed PWOC activities for ladies 
who are new to the women’s min-
istry concept.

“We have two studies a week 
on Thursdays, one in morning at 
9:30 a.m. and one in the evening at 
6 p.m. — the study will go as long 
as it needs to go,” she said. “The 
main meeting consists of praise 
and worship, a devotion time and 
a Bible study time.”

Salgado said she hopes to start 
a lunchtime study as well as child 
care services in the future.

“Eventually we’d like to have a 
lunch study for active duty and ci-
vilian employed women, some-
thing where they wouldn’t have 
to worry about time or what to do 
for lunch. Everything would al-
ready be made and they can stay 
as long as they are able or need to,” 
she said.

Some women may consider at-
tending a PWOC, session but they 
may be concerned about their re-
ligious denomination.

“It’s called ‘Protestant Women of 
the Chapel’, but we’ve had Catho-
lic ladies attend our Bible studies,” 
Salgado said. “I have some atheist 
friends who I’ve been considering 
inviting because they are hopeful, 
interested and curious, and I think 
this is a safe place for them to ex-
plore their beliefs. PWOC is here 
to fill a need as far as Bible study 
and a connection with other mili-
tary women regardless of their re-
ligion.”

PWOC has an array of activ-
ities that attract women of all  

Friday, February 11, 2011

U.S. Air Force photos by Senior Airman Joanna M. Kresge
Members of the Protestant Women of the Chapel group engage in Bible study discussion in the Chapel 2 annex. The mission of PWOC is to help 
military chaplains foster Christian fellowship and spiritual growth among women on military bases and in communities.

Women of the 
chapel lift spirits

For more information
To learn more about Protestant 
Women of the Chapel, call 
(318) 670-7667 or e-mail 
pwocbarksdale@yahoo.com.

Felicia Salgado, Protestant Women of the Chapel president, conducts a 
Bible study session during a PWOC meeting. The group is a women’s min-
istry that originally began in the 1950s in Europe and now has chapters 
all over the world. SEE PWOC, 5A

By Mike Joseph
502nd Air Base Wing  
OL-A Public Affairs

LACKLAND AIR FORCE 
BASE, Texas — There’s a 
commonality that unites 
the men and women who 
serve as the 737th Training 
Group’s Military Training 
Instructors — service above 
self in transitioning the 
more than 35,000 civilians 
a year who enter Air Force 
Basic Military Training into 
Airmen.

It’s an MTI’s professional-
ism and commitment to Air 
Force core values in basic 
military training that molds 
those civilians into success-
ful Airmen; role models to 
be followed and at the end 
of 8.5 weeks, often imitated.

Their effectiveness as 
leaders, teachers and men-
tors has changed lives and 
inspired Airmen for more 
than 60 years. Those attri-
butes and mission objec-
tives beyond just marching 
flights and teaching drill 
prompted the Air Force to 
quickly change from the 
original term in 1947 of 
“flight marchers” to “mili-
tary training instructors.”

It was the leadership, 
teaching, mentoring and 
recognition skills of an MTI 
that not only changed the 
life of Staff Sgt. Carmen De-
Leon-Acosta but served as a 
catalyst to her Air Force ca-
reer.

“My TI changed my life in 
a lot of ways, more person-
ally I think,” Sergeant DeLe-
on-Acosta said. “He was not 
only my mentor but some-
one in whose footsteps I 
wanted to follow.”

Sergeant DeLeon-Acosta 
said her father left when she 
was a child, she had no re-
lationship with her step-fa-
ther or mother and was on 
her own at a young age.

It was her MTI who 
changed her perception that 
every man leaves their fam-
ily and children.

“He changed that attitude 
in me,” said Sergeant DeLe-
on-Acosta, now an MTI re-
cruiter and a former instruc-
tor. “He showed me that not 
every man leaves (his family 
and children).

“I thought if my MTI 
could make me start talking 
to my father again and make 
my life better, I wanted to 
come back and do some-
thing similar.

And I have,” she said.
“He changed my life. To 

this day we still talk (since 
entering BMT in February 

SEE MTIs, 3A

MTIs shape  
tomorrow’s 
Airmen
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By Staff Sgt. John Gordinier
2nd Bomb Wing Public Affairs

Recently, I had to do an initial feedback 
with my Airman straight out of technical 
school training. After telling him what the 
standards were, I asked him to write out his 
goals for a military career and get it back to 
me by the end of the day.

A few hours later he brought me his feed-
back paper, and as I read his goals, it was déjà 
vu.

His goals were exactly the same as mine 
when I was his rank. He wanted to pursue a 
degree in hopes of being commissioned. Just 
like I had, he had a percentage of his bache-
lor’s degree already completed.

This Airman was looking to me for guid-
ance to help him achieve his goals, and as a 
supervisor, it’s my responsibility to help him 
excel.

There are a multitude of programs avail-
able for enlisted Airmen to commission, but 
without proper guidance and information, 
they will be set-up for failure.

In my case, it was a dream of mine to earn 
a commission in the greatest Air Force in 
the world. In my first initial feedback, I in-
formed my supervisor of my goal for com-
mission.

“What do I have to do?” I asked.
Unfortunately, my supervisor guided me 

to finish my bachelor’s degree on my own, 
and then build a commission package.

I listened to my mentor, and I went to 

school full time while fulfilling career pro-
gression in the Air Force and CDCs. It was 
hard, but I was motivated. I even made sure 
to get a high grade point average. If I need-
ed more time to study, it was coming out of 
my sleeping hours.

Finally, two and a half years later, I grad-
uated. I immediately set up an appointment 
with the education center eager to get start-
ed on my paperwork and package. At the end 
of that appointment, I left devastated.

I had been misguided by my mentor. Al-
though he thought he was steering me in the 
right direction, he failed to verify his guess. 
Before earning a degree, I qualified for four 
commission programs, but now, as a gradu-
ate, I only qualified for one ... Officer Train-
ing School. My education counselor also told 
me OTS only had an approval rating of 8 per-
cent last year.

As a supervisor, you must learn what your 
subordinates’ goals are and help them to 
achieve it. Sometimes, you may even need 
to give them a little push to keep them on 
track and motivated. The goal could be Se-
nior Airman Below the Zone or “I want to 
make chief before I retire.” Before you en-
gage in mentoring, first ask yourself if you 
know how to get the Airman to his/her goal. 
If you don’t, then you need to educate your-
self before you give advice.

In my case, I had no idea there were so 
many commission programs for me to apply 
for before I started school. Had my supervi-

sor known how to guide me as an Airman 1st 
class, I would have chosen a different path to 
earn a commission.

Educate yourself as if your subordinate’s 
goal is your goal. If you know someone who 
has the information, point them in the right 
direction so they can get the information 
needed. Have them talk to subject matter 
experts. Once you’ve obtained the necessary 
information, make a plan for your subordni-
ate; and break it down into steps they under-
stand. Airmen look to their leadership for 
help and counseling, don’t lead them astray.

Although for me, my supervisor was not 
positive on how to attain a commission, I can 
still gather experience from him. You learn 
what not to do from the inexperienced su-
pervisors, and you gather great experience 
from the good supervisors.

In this case, I’ve learned; and now I have 
the education to pass on to my airmen so 
they are aware of every opportunity they 
need to excel. My Airman is seeking a com-
mission and is now informed that he needs 
to focus on his CDCs and then we need to set 
up an appointment with the education cen-
ter commissioning programs office and see 
what options are available.

I learned from my supervisor’s mistake 
and I want to pass that experience on. I don’t 
want any Airman to feel like I felt when I 
walked out of that appointment.

Setting up Airmen for success

By Staff Sgt. Jeremy Gavidia
2nd Bomb Wing Safety Office

With the unusual winter weath-
er hitting Barksdale, home of Air 
Force Global Strike Command, 
the 2nd Bomb Wing Safety Of-
fice has some safety tips to keep 
in mind when walking or driving 
in bad conditions.

Walking on ice is tricky at best, 
even for people who live in ar-
eas that see a lot of ice and snow. 
Many people can potentially get 
injured by slipping and falling. In-
juries from falls can be extreme-
ly serious and even deadly. Safety 
experts say it’s not uncommon to 
see more injuries from falls than 
from auto accidents after a winter 
storm. So with that in mind, here 
are some tips on how to safely 
walk on ice and snow:
uIn cold temperatures, ap-

proach with caution and assume 

all wet, dark areas on pavements 
are slippery and icy.
uDuring bad weather, avoid 

boots or shoes with smooth soles 
and heels. Instead, wear shoes 
or boots that provide traction 
on snow and ice; boots made of 
nonslip rubber or neoprene with 
grooved soles are best.
uUse special care when enter-

ing and exiting vehicles; use the 
vehicle for support. Keep your 
hands out of your pockets while 
walking; it decreases your center 
of gravity and balance. Also, you 
can help break your fall with your 
hands free if you do start to slip.

uWatch where you are step-
ping and go s-l-o-w-l-y.
uTake short steps or shuffle 

your feet when walking.
uIf you fall, try to avoid landing 

on your knees, wrists or back. Try 
to fall on a fleshy part of your body 
such as your side.
u When driving in inclement 

weather, bridges, overpasses, stop 
signs and intersections can be es-
pecially dangerous.

Black ice forms on bridges and 
overpasses first because air can 
circulate both above and below 
the surface of the elevated road-
way, causing the bridge pavement 

temperature to drop more rapid-
ly. They call it black ice because it 
seems to blend into the pavement. 
Road warning signs with the advi-
sory “Bridge may be icy” indicate 
potentially dangerous roadways 
above bridge structures.

You should always try to avoid 
traveling in these conditions, but 
if you absolutely have to, here are 
some tips to use while driving.
uKeep your windshield clear of 

ice, snow, dirt and anything else 
that can prevent you from seeing 
out of it properly. Use an ice scrap-
er to scrape the ice from the wind-
shield of your car before starting 
the vehicle. If you use your wind-
shield wipers to get ice off the 
windshield, you could ruin them.
uCheck your tire tread — worn 

tread causes accidents in any con-
ditions and will ensure you lack 

traction when it’s needed on black 
ice.
uYou always want to take pre-

cautions; leave plenty of distance 
between you and the car in front 
of you. If you are driving and see 
cars suddenly swerve for no ap-
parent reason, black ice is a like-
ly cause.
uBe especially careful at stop 

signs and intersections.
uTravel slowly; don’t try to 

speed during icy weather as this 
will take away any control you 
might have had on the black ice.
uAn important thing to remem-

ber is to never drive in potential-
ly icy conditions with your cruise 
control active.

The next time Barksdale re-
ceives brutal winter weather, keep 
these tips in mind to minimize the 
chance of injury or death.

safetycorner
Use caution when walking, driving in winter weather

Safety experts say it’s not uncommon to see more 
injuries from falls than from auto accidents after a 
winter storm. 
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Master Sgt. Donnel 
Graham, 2nd Civil En-
gineer Squadron first 
sergeant, cuts a piece 
of cake at the 2nd 
Bomb Wing Quarterly 
Awards luncheon held 
at the Barksdale Club 
on Feb. 3. The win-
ners were nominated 
by their supervisors 
for their outstanding 
performance during 
the fourth quarter of 
2010. 

Airman 1st Class Sean Martin/U.S. Air Force

Outstanding 
performance

2002). That’s a long time to have 
someone in your life.”

Master Sgt. Eric Gaona, MTI re-
cruiting team flight chief, agreed 
that not only did his MTI change 
him, but his time as an instruc-
tor also served as a career spring-
board.

“I clearly remember the day 
when I came to basic training with 
no discipline and didn’t know 
where I want-
ed to go in 
life,” Ser-
geant Gaona 
said. “That 
man (now 
Chief Master 
Sgt. William 
Dambacher, 
his current 
supervisor) 
made a dif-
ference. He 
inspired me greatly.”

Sergeant Gaona, an instructor 
from 1993-1997, returned to the 
MTI Corps in a supervisory role 
last April.

“I had an itch again to make a 
difference before I retire,” he said, 
adding the intangibles of the spe-
cial duty assignment had a huge 
impact on his career.

“There is no measure of how 
much you get from being an MTI,” 
he said. “I came in 1993 as a senior 
airman. When I left and compared 
myself to other senior airmen, the 
difference was amazing.

“The (MTI) experience is in-
valuable. Supervisors single you 
out because you’re more profes-
sional. Your career just takes off.”

Staff Sgt. Scott Weimer said the 

skill set he developed as an MTI 
and MTI recruiter would be ben-
eficial when he returns to the mis-
sile maintenance career field in 
April.

“It doesn’t matter what rank 
you leave (the MTI Corps) as, you 
leave performing two stripes high-
er,” Sergeant Weimer said. “The 
different people to deal with, the 

responsibility, time management, 
work ethic and counseling skills 
you develop as an MTI will make 
you an unparalleled asset to what-
ever job you’re assigned.”

For more 
information
To learn more 
about the 
MTI Corps, 
contact the 
MTI recruiting 
office at DSN 
473-1018.

MTIs
n Continued from Page 1A

Robbin Cresswell/U.S. Air Force 
Staff Sgt. Kenneth Dancer, a military training instructor with the 321st Training Squadron, leads a group of Air Force basic military trainees car-
rying state flags during the BMT graduation ceremony. MTIs mold recruits through an eight-and-a-half week BMT program focusing on basic war 
skills, military bearing, discipline, physical fitness, drill and ceremonies and Air Force core values.
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Tech Sgt. Jeff Walston/U.S. Air Force
Chief Master Sgt. Keith St. Aubin, 307th Bomb Wing command chief master sergeant, inter-
acts with Airmen newly assigned to the wing at a welcoming breakfast in the dining facility 
on Barksdale during the Unit Assembly Training weekend Feb. 6. The breakfast, which is held 
Sunday mornings of each monthly UTA, is an opportunity for the new Airmen to sit down for a 
face-to-face meeting with their new wing commander and command chief at the beginning of a 
career here at Barksdale. One of Chief St. Aubin’s duties as the 307th BW command chief is to 
advise the Commander on matters influencing the health, morale, welfare and effective utiliza-
tion of more than 1,300 Reserve enlisted members of the wing. Meeting with new Airmen in a 
smaller informal setting at the beginning of their careers here leads to a more open exchange 
of ideas and concerns between all of the ranks. 

Welcoming breakfast

Whenever you need a 
will, power of attorney or 
an answer to a legal ques-
tion, you can now obtain it 
online. To see what the new 
Air Force Legal Assistance 
website can do for you, vis-
it it online at https://afleg-
alassistance.law.af.mil.

The Air Force Legal Assis-
tance website has increased 
the efficiency of base-level 
legal services and allows 
the Air Force to track cli-
ent satisfaction with the Air 
Force legal-assistance pro-
gram. Because the website 
is public, clients can access 
its features from the com-
fort of their homes without 
needing a Common Access 
Card.  Since the website was 
launched in February 2010, 
more than 30,000 clients 

have visited. The Web site 
is designed for active-duty 
and reserve members, re-
tirees and their dependents, 
but it is not intended to re-
place face-to-face meet-
ings in the base legal office 
between Airmen and legal 
professionals.

The site’s features include 
the following:
uLegal topics. The Web 

site provides short papers 
on common legal-assis-
tance topics such as wills, 
family law and commercial/
consumer rights, as well as 
links to other helpful sites.
uLegal worksheets. Us-

ers can access online work-
sheets for wills, living wills 
and powers of attorney. Af-
ter completing the online 
worksheet, the website pro-

vides each client a unique 
“ticket number.” Clients 
must make an appointment 
with the base legal office to 
have their documents print-
ed and notarized. For wills, 
e-mail your ticket number 
to wills@barksdale.af.mil, 
and the legal office will 
draft your will before your 
appointment so you do not 
have to wait. Data entered 
by clients is entirely secure.
uOnline survey. Follow-

ing a visit to the legal office, 
clients are encouraged to 
provide feedback concern-
ing the professionalism and 
helpfulness of our legal ser-
vices.

When clients visit the 
base legal office to obtain 
a will or other legal docu-
ment, many often realize 

after they arrive they need 
to gather more information 
or documents before an at-
torney can assist them. The 
Air Force Legal Assistance 
website eradicates this 
problem. Before even set-
ting foot in the legal office, 
clients can now access the 
Web site from their homes 
and provide all the infor-
mation that an attorney 
will need. Clients will also 
get the information neces-
sary to be able to consider 
critical issues prior to visit-
ing the legal office.

While the Web site in-
creases convenience for cli-
ents, everyone should note 
the following:
uInformation on the 

Web site is for educational 

and informational purpos-
es only.  The Web site can-
not replace consultation 
with your local Judge Ad-
vocate General, and clients 
should never rely solely on 
the website when making 
decisions.
uClients will not have the 

ability to print a legal docu-
ment from the website.  Cli-
ents will need to visit the le-
gal office and provide their 
ticket number to obtain 
their legal documents. 
uThe website is designed 

for client convenience, but 
no one is required to use the 
website prior to visiting the 
legal office.

The Air Force Legal Assis-
tance website is fast becom-
ing a critical tool in serv-
ing clients at the base lev-

el. Our JAG Corps mission 
is a powerful force enabler: 
We deliver professional, 
candid, independent coun-
sel and full-spectrum legal 
capabilities to command 
and the warfighter. The Air 
Force, like other military 
services, operates in an in-
creasingly legalistic envi-
ronment, which demands 
nothing less than the very 
best legal capability. The 
Air Force JAG Corps sup-
plies that demand with its 
talented and highly trained 
group of legal profession-
als and the new Legal As-
sistance website enhances 
that capability.

— From Legal Assis-
tance and Labor Law

By 2nd Bomb Wing Office of the Staff 
Judge Advocate

A lower-level adverse action is non-
judicial punishment pursuant to Arti-
cle 15, Uniform Code of Military Justice 
(UCMJ). A commander can impose 
nonjudicial punishment of correction-
al custody, forfeiture of pay, reduction 
in grade, extra duties, reprimand and 
restriction. Certain punishments may 
also be suspended up to six months. If 
the member commits any subsequent 
misconduct during a period of suspen-
sion, the suspended punishment may 
be vacated and implemented. 

The following Airmen received non-
judicial punishment in January:

Nonjudicial punishment

2nd Aircraft Maintenance Squadron
uA staff sergeant received nonjudi-

cial punishment for violation of Arti-
cle 92, misuse of a government trav-
el card and Article 134, uttering bad 
checks. Punishment imposed consist-
ed of a reduction to the grade of senior 
airman, suspended forfeitures of $150 
pay per month for two months and 14 
days extra duty.
uA senior airman received nonjudi-

cial punishment for violation of Arti-
cle 112a, misuse of a prescription med-

ication. Punishment imposed consist-
ed of a reduction to the grade of air-
man first class, forfeitures of $975 pay 
per month for two months and 45 days 
extra duty, which was suspended. The 
member is currently being processed 
for administrative discharge. 

2nd Munitions Squadron
uAn airman first class received non-

judicial punishment for violation of 
Article 92, underage drinking. Punish-
ment imposed consisted of a suspend-
ed reduction to the grade of airman, 
14 days of restriction and 30 days ex-
tra duty.
uAn airman first class received non-

judicial punishment for violation of 
Article 92, underage drinking. Punish-
ment imposed consisted of a suspend-
ed reduction to the grade of airman, 
14 days of restriction and 30 days ex-
tra duty.

26th Operational  
Weather Squadron
uAn airman first class received non-

judicial punishment for violation of Ar-
ticle 86, failure to go. Punishment im-
posed consisted of a reduction to the 
grade of airman, suspended forfeitures 
of $822 pay per month for two months 
and 30 days extra duty.

Good order and discipline

Website offers free legal assistance , legal documents
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Wednesday Bible Study ~ 7:00pm

PASTOR & MRS. JOHNNY D. BANKSSH-1000206612
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religions. Salgado said her favorite part of a 
PWOC session is Bible study.

“I love leading Bible study,” she said. “I’ve 
been a Bible study facilitator for eight years, and 
I love the interaction. I love the ideas the ladies 
come up with, and my favorite part is getting 
the quiet ladies to open up because the quiet 
ones always have great things to say.”

Jennifer Williams, wife of Capt. Derek Wil-
liams, instructor radar navigator student at the 
340th Weapons School, enjoys the camaraderie.

“I enjoy meeting ladies from all over the base,” 
she said. “We just moved here from Minot Air 
Force Base, N.D., so seeing old friends, meet-
ing new people and studying the Bible is why I 
sought out PWOC here.”

Salgado agreed with Williams, saying the 
PWOC experience plays an important part of 
military community.

“I met a lady at a meeting who is a young 
mom. She’d never heard of us before and said 
her husband is coming up on a possible deploy-
ment, and she is expecting a second child,” Sal-
gado said. “She told she came to PWOC because 
she wanted to feel connected to ladies that un-
derstood where she was in her life.

“There are women’s ministries in oth-
er churches, and we don’t ever want to take 
women from their church home, but we have 
women from all different Protestant denomi-
nations with a common understanding. They 
know each other, they know each other’s ex-
periences and they are able to mentor and love 
each other.”

PWOC
n Continued from Page 1A

By Tech. Sgt. Jeff Walston
307th Bomb Wing Public Affairs

The 98th Bomb Group/Wing Veterans 
Association has announced it will hold its 
annual reunion from Oct. 17-21, in Shreve-
port. The downtown Holiday Inn has been 
designated as the official command center 
for the event.

It has also been announce the reunion 
will be hosting the famed “Ploesti Raiders” 
from World War II. The invitation for the 
reunion is extended to all veterans connect-
ed to the Ploesti Raids no matter the lev-
el of participation. This includes aviators 
and ground crews, regardless of their job 
or unit.

Bomb Group officials are looking for as-
sistance in getting the information out to 
98th BG alumni as well as veterans of the 
Ploesti Raids. 

For additional information concern-
ing this event, or to forward information 
on veterans of these units, please con-
tact Dennis Posey, reunion coordinator, at 
(770) 509-7734 or dennis_posey@att.net; 
Suzanne Mioduszewski, secretary/treasur-
er, at (734) 678-3838 or suzannes@me.com; 
or Bill Seals, association president, at (281) 
395-3005 or colbillyseals@hotmail.com

Senior Airman Joanna M. Kresge/U.S. Air Force
A copy of the Bible rests on a table during a 
Protestant Women of the Chapel meeting held 
at the Chapel 2 annex located on Barksdale. 
PWOC has two meetings per week at 9:30 a.m. 
and 6 p.m. on Thursdays, which last as long as 
they need to.

Kevin Cox/U.S. Air Force
A B-52 Stratofortress from the 96th Bomb Squadron prepares to taxi the runway for a night sortie at Nellis AFB, Nev., during Exer-
cise Red Flag on Feb. 2. The purpose of Exercise Red Flag is to train aircrew from the U.S., NATO and other allied countries for realistic 
combat scenarios. This includes the use of live ammunition for bombing exercises within the Nevada Test and Training Range.

Exercise Red Flag

The 98th BG/WG Veterans Association announces reunion

Special to Warrior
A display model depicting B-24 Liberator bombers crippling the massive Ploesti oil 
refinery during World War II amazes visitors to the Mighty 8th Air Force Museum 
in Pooler, Ga. An armada of American B-24s roared at nearly treetop level across 
the peaceful farms and villages of Romania on Aug. 1, 1943. The mission was Op-
eration Tidal Wave. Its target: Hitler’s giant oil refineries at Ploesti. In 30 minutes, 
more firepower was exchanged than in two Gettysburgs, and five men earned the 
Medal of Honor. The Ploesti raiders earned the most decorations in any single war-
time assault. The 98th Bomb Group/Wing Veterans Association Annual Reunion 
will host the famed “Ploesti Raiders” during their 2011 reunion in Shreveport.
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By Lt. Col. Joseph C. Jones
93rd Bomb Squadron commander

The crews were awakened at 3 
a.m. to the alert “All Sierra Crews 
report to the vault.” Saddam Hus-
sein had missed the United Na-
tions’ deadline to pull his troops 
out of Kuwait. At that time, the 
destination, the highly classi-
fied weapons and the very exis-
tence of these aircraft was classi-
fied at the highest level. Some in 
the headquarters had referred to 
this mission as “Flight of the Bad 
Dogs” — a reference to the Dale 
Brown book on a modified B-
52 titled “Flight of the Old Dog.” 
Indeed, these seven B-52s were 
“Bad Dogs” and they were well 
on their way to take big bite out 
of the backside of Saddam Husse-
in’s command and control system 
as the opening shots fired in Op-
eration Desert Storm.

The third floor of the 8th Air 
Force Headquarters had been 
converted to a make-shift com-
munications facility, and I had 
been tasked to provide periodic 
updates on seven B-52s that had 
launched early on the rainy morn-
ing of Jan. 16, 1991.

The veil of secrecy surrounding 
the weapons, crews and aircraft 
was impenetrable. The operation 
was given the official title “Senior 
Surprise” and without doubt, this 
was going to be a surprise to the 
majority of the senior military of-
ficers involved in Operation Des-
ert Storm. Only a select few Gen-
eral Officers and staff were giv-
en details of the missions to be 
flown by those seven B-52s. The 
Commander and Chief, George 
H. Bush, had approved the mis-
sion and commander of Strategic 
Air Command, Gen. John Chain 
had personally selected those of-
ficers and staff who were to be in-
volved in the planning and exe-
cution phase of this mission. All 
others were strictly forbidden any 
knowledge of the project or any 
details surrounding the weapons 
or aircraft. The mission was giv-
en the unofficial title of “Secret 
Squirrel” — a title that sticks to 
this day when veteran B-52 crew-
members discuss this historic at-
tack.

Eighth Air Force commander 
Lt. Gen. Ellie “Buck” Schuler and 
2nd Bomb Wing commander Col. 
Ron Marcotte were the execution 
authorities for launch, command, 
and control of the initial portion 
of the mission. The seven B-52 
bombers would be flown by mem-
bers of the famed 596th Bomb 
Squadron, stationed at Barksdale. 
The 596th was commanded by Lt. 
Col. John Beard, the former exec-
utive officer to General Schuler. 
The general had faith in Colonel 
Beard’s command and leadership 
abilities.

The 57 most gifted men of the 
596th BS were augmented by the 
49th Test and Evaluation Squad-
ron. The crews were given strict 
orders not to discuss the mis-
sion or any of its many facets with 
their fellow squadron mates. The 
shroud of secrecy was complete 
and created a great deal of curiosi-

ty on Barksdale in the days leading 
up to Operation Desert Storm.

Local citizens who transited the 
base and military members alike 
speculated as to why the “alert 
parking” area had been the site of 
so much activity. Barksdale was 
no stranger to the routine of B-
52 aircrew alerts and daily alert 
drills complete with the shrill of 
the alert siren checks at 10 a.m. 
every morning. Hardly any no-
tice was paid to the periodic alert 
scrambles to the aircraft that had 
desensitized the local population 
to the point that most only felt a 
twinge of concern as to what it 
might mean if those alert bombers 
ever actually took flight. Despite 
the idle curiosity and speculation, 
the seven aircrews were trained 
and the aircraft maintained to the 
minutest detail to guarantee their 
mission’s success.

Saddam Hussein had devel-

oped the world’s most sophisti-
cated air and ground force in the 
Middle East. He had used the 
war with Iran to hone a fine bat-
tle implement and used Iraq’s oil 
wealth to purchase top of the line 
Soviet fighter aircraft, main bat-
tle tanks and more importantly, 
sophisticated integrated air de-
fense and communications sys-
tems. It was these sophisticat-
ed air defense systems and lines 
of communication that were to 
be the main focus of the “Senior 
Surprise” attacks. The 596th BS 
would use a weapon developed 
in total secrecy to completely dis-
able the Iraqi air defense system. 
Indeed, just 35 precisely guid-
ed weapons would be deployed 
to relegate Iraqi command and 
control deaf, dumb and blind. 
The historical importance of this 
mission cannot be overstated and 
its long term implications are still 

studied and debated to this day.
“Secret Squirrel” launched as 

the first strike in Operation Des-
ert Storm. The B-52s from the 
2nd BW would ultimately deliv-
er 35 CALCMs to six main target 
areas. General Schuler addressed 
the crews in their pre-takeoff 
briefing and compared their ac-
tions to those of the “Doolittle’s 
Raiders.” Doolittle command-
ed the attacks carried out by 16 
Army B-25 Bombers and aircrew 
that launched off of the Aircraft 
Carrier Hornet against targets 
on the Japanese mainland in the 
early days of WWII. By compar-
ison, “Secret Squirrel Raiders” 
would fly 14,000 miles and be 
in the air 35 hours before land-
ing back at Barksdale a day and 
a half later.

It would be a year before the 
Air Force would break silence 
on this record setting mission of 
global reach and importance. To 
this day, when asked about de-
tails of “Senior Surprise” air-
crew veterans are hesitant to 
discuss the event or flatly re-
fuse any questions concerning 
the operation. I reviewed Air 
Force historical documents and 
relied on statements from air-
crew members who participated 
in this aerial fete for information 
to write this story.

The aircrews were ultimately 
awarded the Air Medal for this 
single event though senior Air 
Force leadership had recom-
mended the Distinguished Fly-
ing Cross for special achieve-
ment for all the participants of 
this record setting mission.

Editors note: The author is 
the commander of the 93d Bomb 
Squadron, 307 Bomb Wing, Unit-
ed States Air Force Reserve at 
Barksdale. In 1991, as a captain he 
was attached to 8th Air Force as 
the executive officer to Maj. Gen. 
Robert Dempsey, 8th Air Force 
vice commander.  He was briefed 
on the historical mission signifi-
cance of “Senior Surprise” only 
after the aircraft and aircrew had 
safely landed back at Barksdale.

Recently, some participants of 
this historic mission gathered for 
a reunion in Bossier City.

Surprised by mission Secret Squirrel

Special to Warrior
Aircrew members gather for a photo at Barksdale Air Force Base before the mission that will fire the opening 
shots of Operation Desert Storm on Jan. 16, 1991. Standing are Capt. Scott Ladner, 596th Bomb Squadron 
radar navigator; 1st Lt. Michael Branche, 596th BS co-pilot; Senior Airman Guy Modgling, 596th BS gunner; 
Capt. Steve Bass, 596th BS pilot; Capt. Bernie Morgan, 596th BS pilot; and 1st Lt. Andre Mouton, 596th BS 
navigator. Kneeling are Maj. Wes Bain,  49th Test Squadron radar navigator; and Capt. Trey Morriss, 596th BS 
electronic warfare officer. Some of the Airmen who participated in the historic mission gathered recently in 
Bossier City to commemorate the event.
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...at Central Michigan University at Minot AFB & Online 
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New MDG hours
Effective in February, the 2nd Medical Group is chang-

ing its hours of operations on training days to better suit its 
customers and its training requirements. The clinic will no 
longer close at 3 p.m. every Thursday for training, but will 
instead close the second Thursday of each month at noon 
for the remainder of the day.  

2011 Community Assessment Survey
The Integrated Delivery System working group is spon-

soring the 2011 Community Assessment Survey of service-
members, spouses, reservists, spouses of reservists and ci-
vilians. This survey is the best way for Air Force communi-
ty members to make their opinions and needs known. The 
results of the survey will be used by base leadership and the 
Air Force to target resources where they are most needed 
and enhance the well-being of the community.

Air Force community members at Air Force bases world-
wide will be randomly selected to participate in the study. 
Participation is crucial to the success of the project; select-
ed servicemembers are strongly urged to take part.   

If you have any questions, contact Russell Cook at (318) 
456-6595. 

BESG scholarship
The Barksdale Enlisted Spouse Group will award two 

college scholarships for the fall semester. These scholarships 
are for anyone pursing an Associates or Bachelor’s degree 
that meet the requirements outlined in the application 
packet. Application packets have a deadline of March 
28. A packet can be obtained by e-mailing barksdale 
enlistedspousegroup@hotmail.com.

The Landings at Barksdale February events
uMonday: Giving away Valentine’s Day treats at Wel-

come Center from 2 to 5 p.m.
uFeb. 18: National Heart Association Day. Pick up a red 

bracelet at the Welcome Center.
uFeb. 21: Offices closed.
uFeb. 24.: National Chili Day. Stop in for chili from 11:30 

a.m. to 1:30 p.m. at the Welcome Center.

Military & Family Life Consultants 
Military and Family Life Consultants are available to help 

service members and their families regarding deployment/
reintegration, marriage and relationships, parenting/siblings 
and family, communication challenges, stress and anxiety, de-
pression, grief and loss, and daily life issues. 

Consultations and training are free and anonymous. Af-
ter-hours and weekend appointments are available. Call 
the MFLC directly at (318) 918-9379 or the Airman & 
Family Readiness Center at (318) 456-8400.

 
TRAC briefing

The re-enlistment Transaction Reporting and Control 
briefing is a mandatory briefing for members who are pur-
suing a re-enlistment. The re-enlistments office will now be 
holding a TRAC briefing Wednesdays at 3 p.m. in the MPS 
building T-4353, Room 22. Appointments are not required. 
Please arrive 15 minutes prior to the start of the briefing. Any 
questions, call (318) 456-7656.

FLEP, ELP applications
Applications are being accepted for this year’s FLEP and 

ELP 1. Both the FLEP and ELP programs require atten-
dance at an American Bar Association (ABA) accredited 
law school. Upon graduation and admission to practice 
law in the highest court of any state, territory of the Unit-
ed States or a federal court, candidates are eligible for des-
ignation as judge advocates. To be considered for FLEP or 
ELP, applicants must complete all application forms, ap-
ply (acceptance is not required at the time of application 
for FLEP/ELP) to at least one ABA accredited law school, 
receive their Law School Admissions Test (LSAT) results, 
and complete a Staff Judge Advocate interview by Feb. 15. 
Officers must also provide a letter of conditional release 
from their current career field. The programs are both ex-
tremely competitive, so it is important for interested appli-
cants to start working on their application packages now.

For more information on the programs or to obtain ap-
plication materials, visit www.airforce.com/jag. Questions 
can also be directed to any Barksdale AFB judge advocate 
by calling (318) 456-2562.

fri.18
all shook up: The 

music of elvis 
presley

When: 8 p.m. The Strand 
Theatre, 619 Louisiana 
Ave., Shreveport.
Admission: $30.50-
$52.50.
Info: (318) 226-8555.

mudbugs vs. allen 
americans

When: 7:05 p.m. Cen-
turyTel Center, 2000 
CenturyTel Center Drive, 
Bossier City.
Featuring: a professional 
hockey game.
Admission: $17-$36.
Info: 747-2501.

“hansel and gretel: 
A creole tale”

When: 6 p.m. Feb. 18, 
25; noon Feb. 19, 26; 2 
p.m. Feb. 20, 27. Bossier 
Parish Community Col-
lege, 6220 E. Texas St., 
Bossier City.
Featuring: a production 
by the Cavalier Players.
Admission: $5.
Info: 678-6021.

sat.19
The Fantasticks

When: 7:30 p.m. River-
view Theater, 600 Clyde 
Fant Memorial Parkway, 
Shreveport.
Featuring: the Shreve-
port Opera.
Admission: $15-$90.
Info: (318) 227-9503.

See: “Hansel and Gretel: 
A Creole Tale,” fri.18 

sun.20
COMEDIAN mike epps
When: 7 p.m. CenturyTel 
Center, 2000 CenturyTel 
Center Drive, Bossier 
City.
Admission: $39.50-
$47.50.
Info: (318) 747-2501.

See: “Hansel and Gretel: 
A Creole Tale,” fri.18

thu.24
mudbugs vs. 
bloomington 

prairie thunder
When: 6:35 p.m. Cen-
turyTel Center, 2000 
CenturyTel Center Drive, 
Bossier City.
Featuring: a professional 
hockey game.
Admission: $17-$36.
Info: 747-2501.

fri.25
“the music man”

When: 8 p.m. The Strand 
Theatre, 619 Louisiana Ave., 
Shreveport.
Featuring: a production by 
Windwood Productions.
Admission: $30.50-$52.50.
Info: (318) 226-8555.

winter jam 2011 tour 
spectacular

When: 7 p.m. CenturyTel 
Center, 2000 CenturyTel 
Center Drive, Bossier City.
Featuring: Newsong, 
Newsboys, David Crowder 
Band, Kutless, Francesca 
Battistelli, Red, KJ-52 and 
speaker Tony Nolan.
Admission: $10.
Info: 747-2501 or www.
jamtour.com.

“excavating self”
When: 7 p.m. Feb. 25-26. 
Marjorie Lyons Playhouse, 
Centenary College, Shreve-
port.
Featuring: Escaped Images 
Dance Company.
Admission: $10-$15; free, 
Centenary College faculty 
and students.
Info: 869-5242.

constance carroll
When: 7: p.m. Hurley School 
of Music Anderson Audi-
torium, Centenary College, 
Shreveport.
Featuring: piano concert.
Admission: free.
Info: 869-5242.

See: “Hansel and Gretel: A 
Creole Tale,” fri.18

sat.26
classic arms gun & 

knife show
When: 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Feb. 
26; 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Feb. 27. 
Bossier Civic Center, 620 
Benton Road, Bossier City.
Featuring: buy, sell, or 
trade new and old guns, 
ammo, gun parts, books, 
knives, knife sharpening, 
coins, jewelry, camouflage, 
militeria, and related items 
at discount prices. Persons 
under 18 must be accompa-
nied by a parent.
Admission: $2-$7.
Info: (985) 624-8577.

red river rounders 
mardi gras rounds 

dance
When: 6:30-9:30 p.m. Prom-
enade Hall, 5400 Benton 
Road, Bossier City.
Featuring: Cajun food dinner 
with Bill and Martha Buck, 
cuers.
Admission: $5, individu-
als; $10, per couple; free, 
spectators.
Info: 222-3903 or 869-1879.

mudbugs vs. texas 
brahmas

When: 7:05 p.m. CenturyTel 
Center, 2000 CenturyTel 
Center Drive, Bossier City.
Featuring: a professional 
hockey game.
Admission: $17-$36.
Info: 747-2501.

diana ross live
When: 8 p.m. Horseshoe Ca-
sino & Hotel, 711 Horseshoe 
Blvd., Bossier City.
Admission: $100-$110.
Info: (888) 512-7469 or 
www.riverdome.com.

See: “Hansel and Gretel: A 
Creole Tale,” fri.18

Briefly

Douglas Collier/Warrior
Catch Mudbugs action Feb. 18, 24 and 26 at CenturyTel Cen-
ter in Bossier City.

Calendar of Events
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Hospice Compassus

RNs - full time and PRN weekend
on call  positions available.  We
need your talent and compassion

in our growing company!  Our RNs
manage their patients’ care to in-

sure optimal pain management and
symptom control.  They insure that
the spiritual/psychosocial needs of
the patient and family are met in

that plan of care through collabora-
tion with their interdisciplinary care

team members.  Hospice
Compassus began in 1979 as a

family of community based hospice
programs.  Every colleague is com-

mitted to maintaining a culture of
service, integrity and excellence.

Excellent benefits and
compensation package.

To apply, please visit us online
at www.hospicecompassus.com

or email your resume to
cynthia.page@hospicecom.com.

Hospice Compassus
8660 Fern Avenue, Suite 145,

Shreveport, LA  71105
318-524-1046

318-524-2166 Fax
OFFICE NURSE

LPN
FULLTIME

Cardiovascular
experience preferred. Thriving

practice, excellent benefits.
 Send resume to:

The Times Box 2004
222 Lake St.

Shreveport, LA 71101
Roseview

 Nursing Center 
is accepting

applications for:
Nursing Home COOK

3405 Mansfield Rd
 318-222-3100. EOE

SOUTHERN OAKS
NURSING & REHAB

11-7 LPN- every other 
Fri & Sat & PRN,

 MDS Nurse LPN - M-F 8-5
1524 Glen Oaks Place

or  fax resume: 318-222-6333

EXCELLENT EARNING
OPPORTUNITY

NEWSPAPER CARRIERS
 NEEDED

The Times is
currently seeking a dependable

 Contractor for
Bossier

Shreveport

May be ideal opportunity for
candidate to supplement current
income and willing to work early

morning hours.

Must be at least
18 years of age,

have a valid drivers license and
proof of auto insurance.

For more information please
call Brian Gravitt

208-4995

Excellent Income 
Opportunity

Newspaper Carriers 
Needed

The Times is
currently seeking dependable

contractors for
Doyline/Lake Bistineau 

Ida/Hosston/Belcher
Minden

And other rural areas

Must be available during early
morning hours, at least 18 years

of age
 with a valid drivers’ license

and proof of insurance.

For more Rural Route info
please call our carrier hotline:

318-459-3568 or
1-800-551-8892 ext. 3568

Email: dbourg@gannett.com

OILFIELD SALES
 REPRESENTATIVE

for a vac truck company.
 Must have own vehicle, paid
mileage, competitive pay and

commission. Contact Suzan at
HLI - 318-925-0099

Louisiana Department of
Education: RTI Position,
Baton Rouge
A position for an Education
Program Consultant 3 with the
STEM Goal Office is available
for an educator with Algebra I
certification and Response to
Intervention for math experience.
Please click on the LA Careers link
from the LA Department of State
Civil Service for job specifications
and to submit an application.
http://www.civilservice.la.gov/
jobseekers.asp

Cooks helper 
needed responsibilities
are cleaning /stocking

/inventory etc.
Please apply in person at

The Bradford 3050 Baird Road

GIFT/TOY SALES REP
Exp. sales rep needed to call

on existing accounts as well as
new accounts. Est. Lines and

Showroom in Atlanta, North MS -
North LA territory.
Email Resume to

well2no@aol.com

Industry Leader looking for
highly motivated individuals to
join our Organization. We are a

Service Company specializing in
Chemical Lawn Care.  We are

looking for Area Account Manag-
ers to add on New Accounts and

provide Customer Service to
existing Accounts.  If interested,

send resume today .$500 per
week plus base commission.

Email: allgreen941@yahoo.com.
or call: 318-742-2626

AC & HVAC
Repair Trainees 

Needed Now!
HVAC Companies

need  service techs!
No Experience?

 Training Available!
Call for details!

1-888-246-7451
Medical Assistant
Trainees Needed! 

Doctors & Hospitals
 hiring well trained

MA’s right now!
NO EXPERIENCE

NEEDED!
Call for details!

1-888-247-4392

PHARMACY TECH
Trainees Needed!

Retail Pharmacies &
Hospitals are hiring well
trained Pharm Techs!

No Experience Needed!
Hands on training

gets you job ready!
Classes Forming now!

1-888-247-9245

STOP
LOOKING FOR A JOB -
AND FIND A CAREER
Eastern College

of Health Vocations
Accredited by the Accrediting
Bureau of Health Education

Schools (A.B.H.E.S.)
Licensed by the Louisiana

Board of Regents
IS ENROLLING

Medical and Dental
Assistant Students Now! 
CALL ADMISSIONS

861-3246

Truck Driver Training
Learn to drive at

Diesel Driving Academy!
No experience needed!

Hands on CDL
Training Program!
Trucking Companies
Pre-Hiring this week!

is also available!
1-888-516-5340

GE washer/dryer must go before
PCSing. Both bought FEB 2010,
still like new.
Pulsating washer 4.3 cubic feet.
Dryer is 7.0 cubic feet. Both appli-
ances stainless steel interior for
less wear and tear. Asking $500
OBO. Viewing available.

Dell Laptop C600 Int/Pentium III
750 MHz 256 MB Ram, 20 GB
Hard Drive, 24X DVD/CD ROM
3.5" Floppy Drive. W/Free DOT-

Matrix Printer. $100 firm.
Call 746-3967

Box defender hard case cover for
all Apple ipads New never used
$55.00 ph 318-746-2019

Mitsubishi 45" color console TV
 in beautiful woodgrain cabinet.

Asking $300.
Also Zenith 20" table model color
TV, $100 All cable ready and  ex-
cellent condition.  Call 746-3967

For sale, 3ft tall light oak colored
bookshelf for $35, light brown com-
puter desk for $50, four drawer fil-

ing cabinet OBO. Call Anita
318-426-7464.

For sale, 3 ft tall light oak colored
bookshelf for $35, light brown com-

puter desk for $50, light oak four
drawer filing cabinet $50 OBO.

Call Anita 426-7464.

GE HEPA Humidifier, Floor and
Table Lamps, Shiatsu Body Mas-

sager, Movie Screen, Beveled-Star
Mirror, HD Tricycle, Bar Stools.

Call Gloria- 742-8923

 Otter box defender hard case
cover for all Apple ipads New
never used $55.00 ph 318-746-2019

Health Rider, has calorie & time
counter, plus "lift" for more difficul-
ty. Paid $500, sell $195. 318-747-
1744

Home for sale in Shreveport
Highland area 1,700 sft for

$147,999.00. 3 bedroom 2 bath
with large master bath with jacuzzi

tub, large kitchen, privacy fence
and open floor plan. Email for
details and Realtor information

maruss07@yahoo.com

$81.75 PER SQ. FT. 
Spacious 2925 sf home, 1 acre,

Fountain Bleau Estates
Country living  gated comm.,

FSBO. Are you pre-qualified?
318-925-5314

Very nice house for sale. 4501
Donnie Ave., Swan Lake area, 3
bedroom, 1 bath, Below market
value. $89,000. 318-742-6581

SAVANNAH PLACE, 5 Yr old 4
BR, 2 BA, 2,000 SF approx., 3 year
old inground salt system pool, very
close to Barksdale. Tile throughout,
$239,000. 318-840-8453

1909 BONN ST., B.C. - Close
to BAFB, 3 BR, 1 1/2 BA, lrg
formal liv, den & dining area,

fenced in, storage shed. $1200
mo. + $1200 dep. 318-742-5911

or  318-742-5094

’08 Kawasaki Ninja ZX-10R,
Black, 155 miles, T-Rex Frame

Sliders, $6500. Call for more info.
318-918-7376
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