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By Staff Sgt. Brian Stives
8th Air Force Public Affairs

The departing 8th Air 
Force commander recent-
ly took time here to re-
flect on 33 years in the Air 
Force, commanding a num-
bered Air Force, the stand 
up of Global Strike Com-
mand, and the people he 
has served with. 

Summing up the ac-
complishments of 8th Air 
Force during his two years 
as commander, he locked 
his fingers together, shot a 
quick glance at the football 
field sized “8” mowed into 
the field outside his win-
dow and leaned forward 
to offer his thoughts about 
service. The realization 
that his time as an Airman 
would soon end changed 
the look in his eyes which 
conveyed a melancholy de-
meanor. 

“It has been the most in-
credible time and the best 
ride I could ever imagine. 
I would start over and do 
it all over again if I could,” 
he said.

“I will certainly miss the 
mission and the flying and 
responsibility, but I will 
miss the people most - all 
of the great friends I have 
across the country — the 
world — who I have met 

throughout my career,” 
says General Carpenter. 
“Especially here at 8th Air 
Force — we have great peo-
ple.”

The proud heritage of 
The Mighty Eighth has 
made an impression on the 
general. 

“There is an overwhelm-
ing legacy that you have to 
stand up to and a weight is 
on your shoulders — from 
Doolittle to Eaker and all 
of the other great ones who 
came before you and all of 
those people who gave 
their lives,” he said. 

“There were 26,000 peo-
ple who lost their lives in 
World War II — that’s a lot 
of Airmen who sacrificed 
for us — so we have a big 
legacy to live up to, and I 
hoped I could continue to 
honor that legacy.” 

The general’s command, 
which began on June 1, 
2009, included the stand-
up of Global Strike Com-
mand only two months lat-
er. He says he sees that a 
lot of good has come from 
standing up the Air Force’s 
first new major command 
in almost 30 years.

“Having Global Strike 
Command here watching 
out for us and focusing on 
the nuclear mission, along 
with the conventional side, 
has been a real boon for 
the Air Force,” the general 
said. “We have come a long 
way in putting the empha-
sis back in the nuclear mis-
sion that we had lost in the 
last 15 years. 

“It’s a major accomplish-
ment for the Air Force,” 
he continued. And 8th Air 
Force “had a big part of 

that. And now we have the 
focus on excellence back in 
that mission. We are get-
ting the right resources in 
place for the weapons sys-
tems, the training, and the 
inspection process.” 

Recently, 8th Air Force 
B-2s flew missions to Lib-
ya, and both B-52s and B-
2s support the continuous 
bomber presence in Guam 
with constant rotations of 
6-month deployments. 

“We are out there sup-
porting the current fight, 
so I’m proud of that,” the 
general said.

General Carpenter 
reached an individual mile-

stone as a bomber pilot dur-
ing his final flight May 24 — 
reaching 3,000 hours in the 
B-52 Stratofortress.

“It was great,” General 
Carpenter said. “We took 
off early, landed early, had 
great weather, great refuel-
ing and did some bombing 
out in west Texas.”

The general’s wife of 
33 years, Melissa Carpen-
ter, was there to greet her 
husband when he land-
ed back at Barksdale from 
the mission, along with a 
large group of family and 
friends. 

Looking back over a ca-
reer that spanned more 

than three decades, Gener-
al and Mrs. Carpenter say 
they learned many things 
— some a long time ago and 
some as recent as his final 
flight.

“I used to tease him and 
say ‘nobody could watch 
all of those dials and but-
tons at one time,’ but while 
we were doing the spouse 
taxiing for his B-52 fini-
flight, I realized that this is 
really what Floyd does. He 
flies big airplanes and he 
protects our nation and the 
commander part is just the 
icing on the cake,” she said 
as her voice quivered with 
emotion as she realized her 
hero will never soar in the 
stratosphere again.

Soon after his June 3 
change of command and 
retirement ceremony, Gen-
eral Carpenter will leave 
Barksdale Air Force Base — 
which he and Melissa have 
called home three different 
times over the past three 
decades serving as a bomb-
er pilot and commander. 

As the Carpenters tran-
sition to the next phase of 
their lives, the general has 
this to offer.

“The Air Force, Bossier 
City and Shreveport com-
munities have been so good 
to me and Melissa,” he said. 
“It has been a great ride. We 
are thankful for the oppor-
tunity and we look forward 
to what happens next.”

A view from the stratosphere: 
General ends 33 
years of service

Airman 1st Class Micaiah Anthony/U.S. Air Force
Maj. Gen. Floyd Carpenter, 8th Air Force commander, reviews the preflight checklist with 
Staff Sgt. Regis Reddinger, 2nd Maintenance Squadron, before his final B-52 Stratofortress 
flight on Barksdale. General Carpenter is retiring after 33 years of service and 3,000 flight 
hours in the B-52.

Airman 1st Class Micaiah Anthony/U.S. Air Force
Melissa Carpenter sits in the cockpit while her husband, Maj. Gen. Floyd Carpenter, 8th Air 
Force commander, reviews the preflight checklist before his final B-52 flight. 

Senior Airman Kristin High/U.S. Air Force
General Carpenter is sprayed with a fire hose by his wife, 
Melissa, after his final flight in the B-52 Stratofortress. 
General Carpenter is retiring after 33 years of service to the 
Air Force.

“I will certainly miss the mission and the 
flying and responsibility, but I will miss 
the people most — all of the great friends 
I have across the country — the world 
— who I have met throughout my career.” 

Maj. Gen. Floyd Carpenter
8th Air Force commander
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ChurchBossier

of Christ

2917 Foster St • 747-4308
www.BossierChurchofChrist.com

SERVICE TIMES: SUNDAY - 9:30 BIBLE STUDY • 10:30 WORSHIP SERVICE
6:00 PM EVENING WORSHIP - WED. 7:00 EVENING BIBLE STUDY

(1 MILE FROM BARKSDALE AIR FORCE BASE)

Speaking
the Truth
In Love.

Ephesians 4:15

Bossier
Church

ofChrist

SH-1000241704

SH-1000241692SH-10H-100100024141641691692

Time: 4pm
Date: Sunday, June 12th

Place: Word of Faith Christian Fellowship
1013-A Gould Drive ~ Bossier City, LA

Speaker: Evangelist Paula Son - Caldwell
Of Dubach Church of God in Christ

For information contact
Jacqueline Brooks @ wofcf@bellsouth.net or 318-742-0559

Come join us!
Theme: Contenders Of The Faith

Jude 1:3
Word of Faith Christian Fellowship

Senior Pastor Johnny D. Banks, 1st Lady Edith Banks

Uelyss Reed, Jr. Pastor

Stonewall Baptist Church
807 Eatman Street, Bossier City

742-0807
www.stonewallbaptist.org
Early Morning Worship 8:00 A.M.

Sunday School 9:30 A.M.
Morning Worship 10:45 A.M.

Wednesday Bible Study 7:00 P.M.

CHILD DEVELOPMENT CENTER 
6:30 A.M. - 6:00 p.m. M-F • 742-1245

To Advertise Your
Worship Service

HERE
Call 459-3323

SH-1000241699
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By Staff Sgt. Brian Stives
8th Air Force Public Affairs

More than 30 military and civilian stra-
tegic air power experts gathered at the 8th 
Air Force’s temporary headquarters in the 
Cyber Innovation Center in Bossier City on 
May 5 to discuss ideas for a new long-range 
strike bomber. 

Called the Bomber Advisory Group, the 
long-range strike luminaries were host-
ed by Maj. Gen. Floyd Carpenter, 8th Air 
Force commander and commander of Stra-
tegic Command’s Air Forces Strategic. 

The group examined past and current 
global strike success stories and strategic 
air power’s role in the 21st century. The 
group also brainstormed ways to bring 
Barksdale’s surrounding Shreveport-Boss-
ier City community into the thinking about 
the future of strategic air power.

The conference welcomed guest speak-
er Dr. Rebecca Grant, director of the Gen. 
William Mitchell Institute for Airpower 
Studies, and Lt. Gen. Jim Kowalski, com-
mander of Air Force Global Strike Com-
mand. Past Mighty Eighth commanders 
Lieutenant Generals Phillip Ford, Tom 
Keck and Bob Elder also attended. 

“I’m humbled to be here with you all,” 
said Dr. Grant in her remarks. Not all the 
nation’s decision-makers understand why 
America must build a new bomber right 
now, Dr. Grant said, “and it is up to the 
practitioners of strategic air power to help 
us frame that answer - why does Ameri-

ca need a new bomber right now, what are 
these missions?”

General Carpenter seemed ready to ac-
cept that challenge on behalf the Group. 

“This group is quite a distinguished 
group of people,” said General Carpenter. 
“We need advocates for these types of ca-
pabilities,” he said. The general pointed out 
the prior 8th Air Force commanders and 
industry leaders who know from experi-
ence how to articulate the nation’s need 
for long-range bombers.

During her overview of strategic air-
power, Dr. Grant discussed the evolution 
of bombers from 1917 on, as they addressed 
national strategy and security needs.

“Air power is key to our foreign policy,” 
she said. “Look what we did with Libya,” 
referring to Operation Odyssey Dawn. “Air 
power was key to the ability to have that 
response.”

In the Air Force Posture Statement for 
2011, the Honorable Michael B. Donley, 
Secretary of the Air Force, discusses the 
need for a new long-rang strike bomber.

“We must sustain our ability to consis-
tently hold any target on the planet at risk 
with the development of a Long-Range 
Strike Family of Systems capability — in-
cluding a new penetrating bomber — to 
create desired effects across the full range 
of military operations in both permissive 
and contested environments,” Secretary 
Donley said.

In January, Secretary of Defense Robert 

Gates announced plans for the Air Force 
to invest in a new long-range, penetrating, 
and nuclear-capable bomber capable of ei-
ther manned or unmanned operations, ac-
cording to the Posture Statement.

“A major focus of this program is to de-
velop an affordable, long-range penetrat-
ing strike capability that delivers on sched-

ule and in quantity,” Secretary Donley said. 
“This aircraft will be designed and built us-
ing proven technologies, will leverage ex-
isting systems to provide sufficient capa-
bility, and allow growth to improve the 
system as technology matures and threats 
evolve.”

Experts discuss future long-range 
strike bomber requirements

Staff Sgt. Brian Stives/U.S. Air Force
Dr. Rebecca Grant, director of the General William Mitchell Institute for Airpower Studies, 
speaks to the Bomber Advisory Group at the 8th Air Force headquarters at the Cyber In-
novation Center in Bossier City. The Bomber Advisory Group consisted of more than 30 of 
the nation’s top active duty and retired military and civilian experts on strategic air power 
and gathered to discuss the need for a new long-range strike bomber.

By Danielle Hill
dhill@shreveporttimes.com

The Landings at Barks-
dale residents gathered for 
some fun in the sun at the 
grand opening of the Liber-
ty Heights pool May 26.

“All Landings residents 
can use the pool,” said 
Dreamer Dowden, The 
Landings at Barksdale com-
munity manager.

Along with a day of swim-
ming, residents were also 
treated to hot dogs from 
the grill, cold drinks, snacks 
and ice cream.

Residents will need a pool 
pass to gain entry to the 
pool; they can be checked 
out at the Welcome Center. 

“There is no cost to check 
out a pool pass; however, 
there is a $50 charge for 
a lost pool pass,” Dowden 
said.

There will be no lifeguard 
on duty, so swimming is at 
residents’ own risk. Pool 
monitors will randomly 
be checking the pool, and 
those swimming without a 
pool pass will be asked to 
leave. Pool monitors will 
also be checking the bath-

rooms to make sure they 
are clean and stocked, en-
sure pool rules are being 
followed and serve as a 
point of contact for com-
munity managers.

The pool will be open 
through Labor Day. Hours 
of operation are 8 a.m. to 8 
p.m. Tuesday through Sun-
day. The pool will be closed 
every Monday for cleaning.

Residents are allowed to 
have two guests with them 
while using the pool. Dorm 
residents are not permit-
ted to use the pool unless 

they are a guest of a resi-
dent. There is a maximum 
of 75 people in the pool at 
one time.

Family child care provid-
ers bringing children to the 
pool must bring a certified 
lifeguard. Youth must be at 
least 14 years old to use the 
pool without adult supervi-
sion. They must also be list-
ed on the paperwork filed 
with The Landings.

For a complete list of 
rules and regulations, con-
tact the Welcome Center at 
(318) 747-2723.

Liberty Heights pool is 
open for swimming

Danielle Hill/Warrior
The Landings at Barksdale residents enjoy the water at the Liberty Heights pool grand 
opening May 26. The pool, located in the Liberty Heights housing area, is free for all Landing 
residents who have a pool pass. To get your pass, stop by The Landings Welcome Center.

Danielle Hill/Warrior
Ahlana Jones, 1, enjoys time in the pool during the Liberty 
Heights pool grand opening. Ahlana is the daughter of Se-
nior Airman Eon Jones, 2nd Civil Engineer Squadron.
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LOSE
BY 4TH OF JULY*

30lbs.
UP
TO

• If you are 250 you could be 220
• If you are 230 you could be 200
• If you are 210 you could be 180
• If you are 200 you could be 170
• If you are 180 you could be 150

Call today! Start losing tonight!
Shreveport

318.798.1808
Bossier City
318.746.5245

www.emetabolic.com

OVERWEIGHT?

individual results may vary
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sat.04
shreveport farmers 

market
When: 7 a.m.-noon. Fes-
tival Plaza, 101 Crockett 
St., Shreveport.
Featuring: fresh produce, 
prepared foods, crafts and 
more. The market will 
be open every Saturday 
through Sept. 3. Tuesday 
afternoon markets will 
take place June 7-July 19 
from 3-6 p.m.
Admission: free.
Info: (318) 455-5788 or 
farmersmarket@redriver-
revel.com.

ryan bingham and 
the dead horses IN 

CONCERT
When: 9 p.m. Horseshoe 
Casino & Hotel, 711 

Horseshoe Blvd., Bossier 
City.
Admission: $20.
Info: (888) 512-7469 or 
www.riverdome.com.

greenwood farmers 
market

When: 8 a.m.-noon. Wil-
liam Peters Town Park, 
Greenwood.
Featuring: fresh produce, 
eggs, honey, prepared 
foods, jams and jellies, 
fresh plants, pet treats, 
skin care products and 
more. The market will 
open every Saturday 
through Aug. 27.
Admission: free.
Info: (318) 938-7261 or 
www.greenwoodla.org.

20th Annual Cross 
lake Floatilla

When: 1 p.m. Ameri-

can Legion Post No. 14, 
5315 S. Lakeshore Drive, 
Shreveport.
Featuring: charity poker 
run, live music by the 
Crossroads, decorated hat 
contest, decorated boat 
parade, food, drinks and 
more.
Admission: free, admis-
sion; $20, per hand for 
Poker Run.
Info: (318) 635-8186.

sun.05
summer 

showcase 2011
When: 3 p.m. Sandys-
Dance Center, 111 Dalton 
St., Suite 400, Shreveport.
Featuring: showcase per-
formances and exhibitions 
in ballroom, country and 
Latin dancing.

Admission: $15.
Info: (318) 465-4534 or 
www.sandysdance.com.

fri.11
tesla in concert

When: 8 p.m. Horseshoe 
Casino & Hotel, 711 
Horseshoe Blvd., Bossier 
City.
Admission: $30.
Info: (888) 512-7469 or 
www.riverdome.com.

14th annual cruisin’ 
for kids car show

When: 8 a.m,-3 p.m. Loui-
siana Boardwalk, Bossier 
City.
Featuring: car show ben-
efiting The Gingerbread 
House.
Admission: $30, registra-

tion per vehicle; free, 
spectators.
Info: (318) 868-1876.

sat.12
‘so you think 

you can dance’
When: 3 p.m. Bossier Civic 
Center, 620 Benton Road, 
Bossier City.
Featuring: live dance com-
petition fundraiser.
Admission: $20.
Info: (318) 780-2625.

thur.16
ringling bros. and 
Barnum & Bailey: 

zing zang zoom gold 
edition

When: 7 p.m. June 16-18; 

3 p.m. June 18; 1 p.m. 
June 19. CenturyTel 
Center, 2000 CenturyTel 
Center Drive, Bossier City.
Featuring: a fantasy-filled 
world with young thrillu-
sionist, David DaVinci.
Admission: $28-$103.
Info: (318) 747-2501.

TNT Trolley Express
When: 5 p.m. Artspace, 
710 Texas St., Shreveport.
Featuring: “Boogie-Woo-
gie Music” tour will be “in 
tune” with this narrated 
tour of historic music 
venues and musical expe-
riences, including stops 
at the Zebra Room, Blue 
Goose Cafe’, Municipal 
Auditorium and the Barn-
well Garden & Art Center 
for its jazz series.
Admission: free.
Info: (318) 673-6535.

Calendar of Events

Let us help you 
celebrate your special day

Place your ad online at
www.shreveporttimes.com
/weddingannouncements
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