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By Senior Airman Allison M. Boehm
2nd Bomb Wing Public Affairs

The dangers of a relatively new drug that quickly 
gained popularity has urged state legislatures, the Drug 
Enforcement Agency and the military to take action to 
make it illegal.

Spice, a synthetic marijuana, is a mixture of herbs 
with hallucinogenic effects similar to marijuana. The 
quantity and toxicity of the herbs varies in each prod-
uct, making some more potent than others. It’s typically 
consumed by smoking, creating a euphoric feeling com-
parable to cannabis.

The Air Force has caught numerous Airmen smok-
ing Spice during the past year and explicitly banned it 
in June 2010. 

Barksdale, home of Air Force Global Strike Command, 
is doing their part to ensure good conduct among the 
servicemembers here. 

“The Air Force has been crystal clear that those who 
use Spice — a substance now illegal both at the Fed-
eral and State level — will be held accountable,” said 
Col. Tom Hesterman, 2nd Bomb Wing vice command-
er. “Pursuant to Air Force policy, the illegal or improp-
er use of any drug is incompatible with military service 

and automatically places the member’s continued ser-
vice in jeopardy.” 

Numerous official videos about Spice are also popping 
up on Facebook, iTunes and YouTube.

The official message conveys an urgent health risk and 
warns troops that smoking the chemical-soaked herbal 
blend is punishable under the Uniform Code of Military 
Justice as a wrongful use of any intoxicating substance not 
intended for human ingestion.

The chemicals are not approved by the Food and Drug 
Administration for human consumption, the DEA said in 
its federal notice. Doctors reported a surge in patients sick-
ened by use of Spice, commonly having a rapid heart rate, 
dangerously high blood pressure and sometimes halluci-
nations or paranoia.

“In June 2010, the Air Force specifically banned the sub-
stance by revising AFI 44-121, making Spice use a viola-
tion of Article 92, UCMJ, for failure to obey a lawful regu-
lation. Even more recently, the DEA has designated Spice 
and other synthetic marijuana drugs as Schedule I sub-
stances. This makes any use, possession, or distribution of 
the drug after the effective date of December 24, 2010, a 
violation of federal law and chargeable under Article 112a 
exactly as most other drug offenses are charged in the mil-

itary,” said 1st Lt. William Diggs, deputy chief of military 
justice for the 2nd Bomb Wing. “Despite these develop-
ments, the military has always prosecuted the use of any 
drug that is mood or mind altering, including Spice, un-
der Article 134 if it could not specifically charge it under 
Article 112a.”

The Armed Forces Institute of Pathology staff is also in 
the process of developing a urine/blood test for Spice. 

When caught, the punishment can be as serious as a 
dishonorable discharge, forfeiture of all pay and allow-
ances, confinement and a reduction to the lowest enlist-
ed rank. In addition, if any military member is caught for 
drug use, a mandatory discharge process is initiated.

According to Special Agent Robert Binns, Superin-
tendant, AFOSI Detachment 219, law enforcement has 
several different technologies to determine who is pur-
chasing Spice and where it is being bought and received. 
Jointly, OSI and the 2nd Security Forces Squadron are 
working together to terminate this behavior.

With so much at jeopardy, Colonel Hesterman asks 
Barksdale Airmen to not allow any drug to affect the op-
erational readiness of the 2nd Bomb Wing. 

“Your Nation and your Air Force need each one of you 
— please do not put your future at risk for this.”

BAFB cracks down on use of spice

Article & photos by Senior 
Airman Kristin High
2nd Bomb Wing Public Affairs

The annual summer read-
ing program at the Barks-
dale Library wrapped up 
July 19. 

More than 75 Barksdale 
youth attended the culmi-
nating event, which was 
held at the youth center 
here, and featured enter-

tainment by famed author, 
musician and storyteller 
Rickey Pittman. 

The summer reading 
program has been an on-

going effort to keep Barks-
dale youth actively engaged 
in reading throughout the 
summer.

“The purpose of this pro-

gram is to encourage chil-
dren to read during the 
summer while they are out 
of school,” said Christian 
Rhodes, Barksdale librar-
ian.

More than 170 chil-
dren participated in this 
year’s program, which was 
themed a ‘Midsummer 
Knight’s Read.’

The two month long 
reading program is aimed 
at children pre-school to 
12 years of age. While there 
was no specific require-
ment for which books to 
read or how many, the chil-
dren who read the most 
books were awarded with 
prizes at the culminating 
ceremony.

In addition to games and 
prizes, the children in at-
tendance of the event were 
privy to numerous songs 
and stories from guest 
speaker Pittman, who 

hopes to spark enough in-
terest in his audience to en-
courage more reading.

“It’s my job to make the 
children curious enough 
to want to look up some of 
the things that I touch on 

... to research and just to 
have fun,” he said. “In the 
long run, I hope that some 
of them become children’s 
authors and perhaps sto-
rytellers themselves one 
day.”

Barksdale wraps 
up summer 
reading program

For more information
To learn more about future library events, contact the 
base library at (318) 456-4101.

Rickey Pittman, storyteller, author and folksinger, performs for the children at the youth 
center for the finale of the Summer Reading Program on Barksdale. This year, the Summer 
Reading Program had 174 participants who competed for prizes such as bikes and teddy 
bears.

LEFT: Rickey Pittman, storyteller, author and folksinger, sings Celtic folk songs to the 
children at the youth center for the finale of the Summer Reading Program. 

Rickey Pittman, storyteller, author and folksinger, recites 
stories to children at the youth center for the finale of the 
Summer Reading Program. Pittman presents his stories, 
music and programs at schools, libraries, organizations, 
museums, Civil War Reenactments and Celtic festivals 
throughout the South.
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By Lt. Col. Curtis Juell
2nd Communications Squadron 
commander

Attention to detail: We all hear 
about it at some point in our 
lives. Those of us in uniform, 
both enlisted and officer, hear 
those words repeatedly during 
our basic military training. 

Others hear the phrase in dif-
ferent venues such as our parents 
as we’re growing up, in profes-
sional development training or 
while on the job. While the de-
tails may vary in degrees of criti-
cality, one facet holds true — re-
gardless of your rank or position, 
your ATD matters.

I recall a mentoring moment 
when I was a lieutenant work-
ing as an executive officer for a 
group commander. As an ‘exec, I 
was responsible for performing 
one of the final checks on the pa-

perwork that went into the boss’s 
office for signature. The products 
covered the full range of memo-
randa, performance reports, dec-
oration citations and other forms 
of written correspondence. 

It had been a long week, and 
the commander had just re-
turned from temporary duty with 
a full inbox. His patience with 
me and any imperfection was 
limited at best. He’d just finished 
putting pen to paper on the hot 
items we needed to get out that 
day and was ready to sign a doz-
en certificates of appreciation for 
some well-deserving folks in the 
unit. 

After a few minutes of hearing 
his grumbles, I got the call to re-
port to his office where I saw all 
but about two of the certificates 
bleeding red ink from his pen. 
The boss’s message was clear. He 

asked if I’d be proud to display 
a certificate like that on my wall 
— something with my name that 
wasn’t quite centered or slight-
ly askew, typed with mismatched 
fonts or containing a small blem-
ish on the paper. I knew I’d only 
given those certificates a half-
hearted review, not giving them 
my fullest attention to detail and 
now I paid the price with a firm 
verbal admonishment. 

While that situation didn’t neg-
atively impact my career, it was 
10 years ago and I still reflect on 
that moment. As a commander, 
my own attentiveness is still par-
amount to ensure the best and 
safest environment for our Air-
men just as every Airman’s atten-
tion to detail is equally important 
to ensure the success of our daily 
operations. 

It’s not just a typo or only a lit-

tle misaligned; if it isn’t correct, 
it isn’t right. In our business we 
are responsible for providing a 
safe, secure and effective nuclear 
enterprise; there is no margin for 
error. In every specialty, if one is 
carefree and undisciplined about 
the administrative or housekeep-
ing tasks, then that same ap-
proach can quickly cross over 
into the critical tasks. We cannot 
and should not accept working in 
an environment of good enough. 

Every member of our work-
force performs vital duties di-
rectly contributing to the suc-
cessful mission of our Air Force 
and the Department of Defense, 
so always be mindful of your own 
attention to detail and don’t hesi-
tate to correct others with a sim-
ple ATD reminder when neces-
sary; just as my former boss did 
for me.

Your attention to detail matters

From 2nd Bomb Wing Public Affairs 

Individuals
Timothy Radcliffe, 2nd Civil Engineer 
Squadron
Beverly Weiser, 2nd Logistics Readiness 
Squadron
Capt. Dwain Bartels, 2 CES
Capt. Matthew Chamberlain, 2nd Bomb 
Wing Command Post
Tech. Sgt. Bart Matthews, 2 CES
Tech. Sgt. Marlon George, 2nd Maintenance 
Operations Squadron
Tech. Sgt. Robert Gunter, 2nd Aircraft 
Maintenance Squadron
Staff Sgt. Adolfo Trujillo, 2 AMXS
Staff Sgt. Coreena DeJesus, 2 BW/CP
Staff Sgt. Dennis Obregon, 2 LRS
Staff Sgt. Erik Santos Jr., 2nd Security 
Forces Squadron
Staff Sgt. Samantha Sayre, 2nd Medical 
Support Squadron
Senior Airman Andrew Shaffer, 2 AMXS
Airman 1st Class Devin Borge, 2 AMXS

Superior Teams

2nd Civil Engineer Squadron
(Recapture and Recovery Team)
Master Sgt. James Martin

Tech. Sgt. Bart Matthews

Tech. Sgt. Samuel McCallister
Staff Sgt. Brian Schwartz
Senior Airman Timothy Habedank
Senior Airman Josh Jerden
Senior Airman Brian Bell
Airman 1st Class Justin Jessick
Airman 1st Class Tristan Crandall
Airman 1st Class Alex Gaunt
Airman 1st Class Kyle Miller

2nd Logistics Readiness Squadron
(Shipment and Receipt Team)

Tech. Sgt. Heather Oswald
Staff Sgt. Matthew Dorsett
Staff Sgt. David Gonzalez

(Customer Service Section Team)
Jacquelin Jackson

Master Sgt. Timothy Hart
Staff Sgt. Ellen Adams
Senior Airman Shawna Wilson

2nd Security Forces Squadron
(Standardization and Evaluation Team)

Kenneth Webb
Tech. Sgt. Sterling Fernandez
Tech. Sgt. Aaron Lesher
Staff Sgt. Michael Michel
Staff Sgt. Trendell Cole

(Standardization and Evaluation Alert Fire 
Team (Sierra-6))

Tech. Sgt. Willie Johnson
Senior Airman Brian Cordero

Airman 1st Class Andrew Beyer
Airman 1st Class Adrian Castillo

(Close-in/Close Boundary Sentries)
Airman 1st Class Micah Mato
Airman 1st Class Corey Donelson
Airman 1st Class Tommy Lester
Airman 1st Class Tony Theisen

(Standardization and Evaluation Protec-
tion Level 1 Entry Controllers (Fortress))

Senior Airman Jason Simmons
Senior Airman Sheila Titus

(Personnel Reliability Program Team)
Tech. Sgt. Kevin Martens
Senior Airman Kevin Hudson

2nd Force Support Squadron
(Personnel Reliability Program Team)

Tech. Sgt. Cory Jones
Tech. Sgt. Valerie Hubbard
Staff Sgt. Jacqui Isom
Senior Airman Carla Summers
Senior Airman Glenn Giron

2nd Operations Group 
(20th Bomb Squadron Nuclear Control Or-
der Procedures Testing Crew #6)

Capt. Joshua Logie
Capt. Mark Hryhorchuk
Capt. Vanessa Wilcox
1st Lt. Justin Silva
1st Lt. Nicholas Burg

Barksdale 2011 Nuclear Surety 
Inspection superior performers

LEFT: Members of Provincial Reconstruction Team Zabul and the Afghan National Police visit 
a local village to survey the land for potential projects in Arghandab, Afghanistan. PRT Zabul’s 
mission is to conduct civil-military operations in Zabul province to extend the reach and legiti-
macy of the Government of Afghanistan.

Deployed Barksdale 
Airman aims to 
make difference in 
Afghan village

U.S. Air Force photos by 
Senior Airman Grovert Fuentes-Contreras

U.S. Air Force 1st Lt. Michael Steuart, 2nd Civil Engineer Squadron, speaks with a village elder 
during a visit in Arghandab, Afghanistan, July 20. Steuart is a member of Provincial Reconstruc-
tion Team Zabul and is deployed from Barksdale. PRT Zabul’s mission is to conduct civil-military 
operations in Zabul province to extend the reach and legitimacy of the government of Afghani-
stan.

For more Air Force 
Gloabl Strike news, visit 

www.afgsc.af.mil.

For more 8th Air Force 
news, visit 

www.8af.af.mil.

For more Barksdale 
news, visit 

www.barksdale.af.mil.

For more 307th Bomb 
Wing news, visit 

www.307bw.afrc.af.mil.
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By Carla Pampe
Air Force Global Strike Command 
Public Affairs

Teams from across Air 
Force Global Strike Com-
mand, as well as the Air Na-
tional Guard, Air Force Re-
serve Command and Air 
Combat Command, recent-
ly began competing in the 
second-annual Global Strike 
Challenge.

Operations, maintenance 
and security forces teams 
from bomber and missile 
wings will compete to be 
named best-of-the-best. All 
units supporting the AFGSC 
mission have been invited to 
compete through November, 
showcasing their expertise, 
skill and capabilities.

“Global Strike Challenge re-
flects our emphasis on excel-
lence,” said Lt. Gen. Jim Kow-
alski, Air Force Global Strike 
Command commander. “Ad-
ditionally, this competition 
helps develop elite, highly-
disciplined Airmen, builds es-
prit de corps and gives us an 
opportunity to recognize the 
‘cream of the crop’ Airmen 
performing our mission.”

More than 450 Airmen will 
take part in Global Strike 
Challenge competitions at 
various locations throughout 
the country, culminating in a 
symposium and score post-
ing event at Barksdale in No-
vember.

“We are really excited about 
this year’s competition,” said 
Lt. Col. Mike Petrosh, Glob-
al Strike Challenge command 
lead. “We learned a lot from 

our first competition last year, 
and we’re taking what we’ve 
learned to make this year’s 
event even better.”

One change from last year 
is an expanded focus for the 
Global Strike Challenge tech-
nology symposium, which 
brings experts from through-
out the military and indus-
try to share ideas and innova-
tions. As the command looks 
to strike a balance between 
the nuclear and conventional 
missions in the Air Force, this 
year’s symposium will reflect 
that focus.

“The scope of this year’s 
symposium has been broad-
ened to include the conven-
tional mission,” Petrosh said. 
“The conventional mission 
is one that our bomber units 
perform on a regular basis, so 
we wanted to bring in speak-
ers that could talk to that mis-
sion area.”

In addition to a broader fo-
cus, this year’s competition 
will include a new event-he-
licopter operations-with heli-
copter units from each missile 
wing participating.

“The helos play an impor-
tant role in supporting the 
ICBM mission, so we want-
ed to be sure to include them 
in the competition,” Petrosh 
said.

The bomb competition, 
which kicked off in June, 
includes competitors from 
the 5th Bomb Wing at Mi-
not AFB, N.D., 2nd Bomb 
Wing at Barksdale, the 49th 
Test Squadron at Barksdale, 
the 340th Weapons School 
at Barksdale, the 7th Bomb 
Wing at Dyess AFB, Tex-
as, the 28th Bomb Wing at 
Ellsworth AFB, S.D., and the 
509th Bomb Wing at White-
man AFB, Mo.

AFRC’s 307th Bomb Wing 
at Barksdale and the Mis-
souri Air National Guard’s 
131st Bomb Wing are also 
slated to participate in the 
bombing competition.

The missile competition, 
starting in August, will in-
volve the 90th Missile Wing 
at F.E. Warren AFB, Wyo., the 
91st Missile Wing at Minot 
and the 341st Missile Wing 
at Malmstrom AFB, Mont.

Security forces squadrons 
from participating wings, 
as well as the 377th Secu-
rity Forces Squadron from 
Kirtland AFB, N.M., and the 
219th Security Forces Squad-
ron from the North Dakota 
Air National Guard will com-
pete at Barksdale Nov. 5-7.

Official score-posting will 
be at Barksdale Nov. 8-9, in 
conjunction with the sympo-
sium at the Shreveport Con-
vention Center.

Second-annual Global 
Strike Challenge underway

Senior Airman La’Shanette V. Garrett/U.S. Air Force
Staff Sgt. Daniel Craig, 2nd Security Forces Squadron military working dog 
trainer, goes over some safety rules with the crowd before the K-9 demon-
stration during the National Night Out in 2010. This year’s event is scheduled 
for Tuesday at the field behind The Landings at Barksdale Welcome Center.

By Danielle Hill
dhill@shreveporttimes.com

Barksdale residents are invited to 
attend the fourth annual National 
Night Out from 5 to 8 p.m. Tuesday 
at the field behind The Landings at 
Barksdale Welcome Center.

The Landings has partnered 
with 2nd Security Forces Squad-
ron to host this event to help spread 
crime awareness. It is also designed 
to heighten drug prevention aware-
ness, generate support for and par-
ticipation in local anticrime pro-
grams, strengthen neighborhood 
spirit and police-community part-
nerships, and send a message to 
criminals to let them know neigh-
borhoods are organized and fight-
ing back. 

“This event helps impact the 
community by opening their eyes 
to our surroundings,” said Dream-
er Dowden, The Landings at Barks-
dale community manager. “Al-
though there are gates surround-
ing our houses, it doesn’t mean we 
are free from crime.”

This year’s entertainment will 
include Sparky the Fire Dog, a 2 
SFS K-9 demonstration, weapons 

display, large bounce house, snow 
cones, a cake walk and vehicle dis-
plays from the fire department and 
security forces. 

“Bring chairs and blankets and 
come out to enjoy your community 
and neighbors,” Dowden said.

National Night Out, “America’s 
Night Out Against Crime,” was in-
troduced by the National Associa-
tion of Town Watch in 1984. The 
program was the brainchild of 
NATW Executive Director Matt 
A. Peskin. According the National 
Night Out website, the 27th annual 
National Night Out last August in-
volved 37 million people in 15,110 
communities from all 50 states, U.S. 
territories, Canadian cities and mil-
itary bases worldwide.

Last year at Barksdale more than 
100 participants came out to enjoy 
free drinks, food and fun.

National Night Out 
scheduled for Tuesday

For more information
To learn more about the 
National Night Out, call The 
Landings at Barksdale at 
(318) 747-2723.
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Article & photos by Airman 
1st Class Micaiah Anthony
2nd Bomb Wing Public Affairs

The smell of fresh coffee 
fills the morning air as an 
Air Force Chaplain sits in 
a chair basking in silence, 
preparing for the day’s 
tasks. He grabs his cup 
and heads out the door not 
knowing what the day may 
hold for him.

Capt. Richard Holmes, 
member of the 2nd Bomb 
Wing Chaplain Corps, starts 
his day at approximately 
5 a.m. On some mornings, 
he exercises with his Air-
men but on non-exercise 
days, he starts work in one 
of four offices.

“I typically spend 10 to 15 
hours a week planning for 

Sunday’s sermon and wor-
ship service,” Holmes said. 
“Unless I am in a counsel-
ing session, my door is al-
ways open to give Airmen 
the opportunity to talk.” 

While in his office, Hol-
mes manages and selects 
volunteers to help plan and 
organize worship services, 
bible studies, committees, 
youth groups and events. 

“We are striving to get a 
complete community of ac-
tive duty members, spous-
es and retirees in all of our 
leadership positions,” he 
said. 

Chaplain Holmes is the 
tenant chaplain for the 
2nd Maintenance Group 
and 2nd Operations Group. 
Whenever he isn’t in his of-

fice, Chaplain Holmes likes 
to visit and spend time 
with the men and women 
in those units.

“It’s important to visit 
our valuable Airmen in or-
der to establish a relation-
ship with them. We hope as 
chaplains and chaplain as-
sistants to build trust with 
all our Airmen,” Holmes 
said. 

Holmes rarely has the 
opportunity to take a lunch 
break. He often picks up a 
quick snack while on the 
way to important meet-
ings with other chaplains, 
commanders and first ser-
geants.

“Our commanders and 
first sergeants need to 
know who we are so they 
can count on us when they 
have an Airman in cri-
sis,” Holmes said. “Meet-
ing with the commanders 
and first sergeants allow us 
to better meet the needs of 
Barksdale’s Airmen.”

Occasionally, in the af-
ternoon, Holmes takes 
time from his day to check 
on the remodeling process 

at the Rivers Edge, which 
he describes as “an alcohol 
free environment designed 
for all of Barksdale’s Air-
men.”

Even after his duty hours 
are over, Holmes com-
mits a large majority of 
his time to serving Airmen 
and their families. “Chap-
lain Holmes’ care and con-
cern for Airmen is from 
the Heart,” Lt. Col. Rob-
ert Odell, 2nd Bomb Wing 
chaplain, said. 

Deployment briefings 
for spouses are often held 
in the evening to ensure 
those who have jobs are 
able to attend and receive 
the valuable information. 

The chapel provides 
briefings for Airmen and 
their spouses, to give them 
the tools they need for 
handling the deployed life-
style.

A chaplain’s day is filled 
with many important tasks, 
meetings and responsibili-

ties. Some of those respon-
sibilities can become over-
whelming, not only for a 
chaplain, but their family 
as well.

Holmes said he’s able to 
deal with things when they 
get overwhelming because 
it’s what he was called to 
do.

“I don’t look at this as a 
job, I look at this as a call-

ing,” he said. “I love my 
calling, I have a very sup-
portive family who under-
stands what we, as a family, 
are called to do, and I have a 
regular fitness schedule to 
help as a de-stressor. Every 
day my job leaves a positive 
impact on at least one per-
son’s life. I think that is a 
goal all of us should have,” 
he concluded.

A day in the life 
of a chaplain

Chaplain (Capt.) Richard Holmes, a member of the 2nd Bomb Wing Chaplain Corps, meets 
with Senior Master Sgt. Jay Wagner, 2nd Aircraft Maintenance Squadron first sergeant. 
Holmes meets with first sergeants and commanders to collaborate on how to better meet 
the needs of Barksdale’s Airmen.

Holmes visits with Airmen from the 2nd Aircraft Mainte-
nance Squadron. Holmes is the tenant chaplain for the 2nd 
Maintenance Group and 2nd Operations Group, and he rou-
tinely makes rounds to visit with Airmen to boost morale 
and inform them of his open door policy.

Holmes visits with Airman 1st Class Amanda Yeakley, 26th 
Operational Weather Squadron. 

“I don’t look at this 
as a job, I look at 
this as a calling.”

Chaplain (Capt.)         
Richard Holmes

By Maja Z. Stevanovich
2nd Bomb Wing Public Affairs 

Barksdale has been selected as a test-
ing ground for a new innovative sug-
gestion program for Air Force Global 
Strike Command called ‘Strike Now.’ 

Strike Now gives all Airmen the op-
portunity to gain visibility on their 
ideas to improve mission efficiency, 
effectiveness and readiness. Each sub-
mission will receive a complete and 
thorough evaluation by senior staff at 
AFGSC. 

This is a great way of obtaining valu-
able insight from the people who re-
ally know what they’re talking about 
— the Airmen and civilians who do 
the job,” said Pete Ellis, director of the 
Global Strike Command Smart Oper-
ations Division

“This program will benefit Barks-
dale Airmen by allowing them to have 
their voices heard and their innovative 
ideas reviewed by AFGSC functional 

mangers,” said Tech Sgt. Jesse Boyd, 
AFGSC Strike Now manager.

Depending on the strength of their 
suggestions, Airmen may see drastic 
changes and streamlined processes 
throughout their units, he said. 

The beta test of the program may 
benefit Barksdale and those benefits 
may be able to translate to other AFG-
SC bases, Boyd said.

“For instance, if a suggestion con-
cerning the fitness center was ap-
proved at Barksdale, there is a strong 
possibility it may be applied to other 
AFGSC bases,” he said. 

Airmen whose ideas are approved 
will receive recognition from the AFG-
SC front office in the form of a three 
star or chief’s coin or a letter of appre-
ciation by the AFGSC Commander, Lt. 
Gen. Jim Kowalski, Boyd said. 

The IDEA program encourages in-
novative, creative thinking by both 
military and Department of Defense 

civilian personnel. The program is 
designed to recognize and reward in-
dividuals whose suggestions improve 
the efficiency, economy and effective-
ness of Air Force, DOD and federal 
government operations. Submitters 
of an approved idea can be reward-
ed with a monetary or non-monetary 
award.

Submitting ideas and suggestions 
can be done by visiting the smart 
operations SharePoint web site at, 
https://afgsc-p.eis.af.mil/ES/afso/de-
fault.aspx and clicking on the Strike 
Now! button, followed by submitting 
the idea. 

Besides having the chance to im-
prove life at Barksdale, those Airmen 
whose ideas are approved, may get 
submitted to the Innovative Develop-
ment through Employee Awareness 
program and have a chance at receiv-
ing up to a $10,000 monetary award, 
Boyd said.

The 411 on Strike Now

Airman 1st Class Micaiah Anthony/U.S. Air Force
Shovels rest in a pile of sand while two volunteer Air-
men take a break from the heat at the Barksdale Child 
Development Center. Volunteers assisted the CDC by 
removing old sand from the sandbox and replacing it 
with fresh sand.

Sandbox makeover



OVERWEIGHT?
Come celebrate Christmas 
in July with Metabolic 
Research Center
It might only be July ...
BUT Start Today..Holidays are right around the corner

*

50lbs
10

Shreveport
318.798.1808

Bossier City
318.746.5245
www.emetabolic.com

*Individual results may vary.
Products not included.
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Courtesy photo
Airman 1st Class Micah Mato, 2nd Security Forces Squadron, rucks down 
the road as he completes his portion of the 2,181-mile “Ruck March to Re-
member” in Texas, July 18. Team Barksdale marched 148 miles over a five-
day period carrying a ruck of more than 50 pounds.

RIGHT: Team Barksdale Defend-
ers 2nd Lt. Arthur Gibson and 

Airman 1st Class Andrew Beyer, 
2 SFS, pose with supporters dur-

ing their ruck march route from 
Lagrange, Texas, to Livingston, 
Texas, July 16. Team Barksdale 
marched 148 miles over a five-

day period carrying a ruck of 
more than 50 pounds in honor of 

the anniversary of 9/11.

Courtesy photo

Courtesy photo
Airman 1st Class Andrew Beyer, 2 SFS, rucks down the road as he completes his portion of the 
2,181-mile “Ruck March to Remember” in Texas, July 18. Team Barksdale marched 148 miles over 
a five-day period carrying a ruck of more than 50 pounds.

Senior Airman La’Shanette V. Garrett/U.S. Air Force
Team Barksdale Defender, 2nd Lt. Joshua Hight, leads his 
team through Livingston, Texas, during their participation in 
“The Ruck March to Remember” July 20. The ruck-sack march 
was created to honor service members who have fallen since 
the terrorist attacks Sept. 11, 2001. There have been 10 se-
curity forces Airmen killed and more than 100 wounded since 
9/11 in combat operations in Iraq and Afghanistan.

Senior Airman La’Shanette V. Garrett/U.S. Air Force
Airman 1st Class Anthony Fuciarelli, 2 SFS, presents the 
guidon to an Airman of the 81st Security Forces Squadron 
from Kessler Air Force Base, Miss., to place their base 
streamer on the “Defensor Fortis” flag in downtown Liv-
ingston, Texas. This represents Air Force Security Forces 
Squadrons and mirrors the beret flash they wear.

RIGHT: Supporters clap and cheer the 2 SFS Airmen on as 
they take their final steps before turning over the guidon to 

Airmen from Kessler in downtown Livingston, Texas, July 20. 
Barksdale security forces Airmen participated in a ruck-sack 

march to honor service members who have fallen since the 
terrorist attacks Sept. 11, 2001. The team completed their 

148 mile portion of the march over a five-day period, July 16-
20.  The entire march will span more than 2,100 miles and will 

conclude at Ground Zero on Sept. 11.

Senior Airman La’Shanette V. Garrett/U.S. Air Force

Senior Airman La’Shanette V. Garrett/U.S. Air Force
Airman 1st Class Tony Theisen places a flag in the 
ruck sack of Airman 1st Class Anthony Fuciarelli, 
both of the 2 SFS, as they prepared for their final 
ruck march in Livingston, Texas July 20. The Barks-
dale Defenders marched 148 miles over their five-
day period carrying rucks weighing more than 50 
pounds and temperatures reaching 100 degrees.

Ruck March to Remember



DIVORCE
RICHARD E. GRIFFITH

Attorney at Law

Mills, Turansky, and Griffi th

222-0337
Website: www.shreveportdivorce.com

• Child Custody • Child Support
• Adoptions • Family Law • Military discounts

• Free initial Consultation

DIVORCE
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AND SUPPORT
COMMUNITY PROPERTY
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RELATED MATTERS
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SH-1000250589

Call 469-2722
or fi nd us on Highway 3 in Benton

20%OFF
with Military I.D.

DIRECTORY
CHURCH

SH-1000254185

ChurchBossier

of Christ

2917 Foster St • 747-4308
www.BossierChurchofChrist.com

SERVICE TIMES: SUNDAY - 9:30 BIBLE STUDY • 10:30 WORSHIP SERVICE
6:00 PM EVENING WORSHIP - WED. 7:00 EVENING BIBLE STUDY

(1 MILE FROM BARKSDALE AIR FORCE BASE)

Speaking
the Truth
In Love.

Ephesians 4:15

Bossier
Church

ofChrist

SH-1000254196

Uelyss Reed, Jr. Pastor

Stonewall Baptist Church
807 Eatman Street, Bossier City

742-0807
www.stonewallbaptist.org
Early Morning Worship 8:00 A.M.

Sunday School 9:30 A.M.
Morning Worship 10:45 A.M.

Wednesday Bible Study 7:00 P.M.

CHILD DEVELOPMENT CENTER 
6:30 A.M. - 6:00 p.m. M-F • 742-1245

SH-1000254191

Walk In The Spirit
Youth and Young Adult Conference

Saturday, August 13, 2011 6 p.m.
Sunday, August 14, 2011 11 a.m.

Word of Faith
Christian Fellowship Church

1013-A Gould Dr.
Bossier City, LA 71111

Elder Johnny Banks and
First Lady Edith Banks

Tiffanie Y Lewis established Love 1 
Ministries with the idea that if you really 
learn how to love God, you will learn how 
to love yourself and others

Tiffanie Y Lewis
Guest Speaker
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Senior Airman Calvin Smith, 2nd Aircraft Maintenance Squadron, 

speaks to cadets with the Louisiana Civil Air Patrol Cadet Encamp-

ment in Hoban Hall on July 22

Forward march!
U.S. Air Force photos by 

Senior Airman Chad Warren

Cadets with the Louisiana Civil Air 
Patrol Cadet Encampment stand at 
attention during a drill competition 
in Hoban Hall. This is the 14th con-
secutive year Barksdale has hosted 
the encampment.

Cadet 2nd Lt. Anthony Mireles, 15, presents his flight during a drill competition. 
Mireles commanded one of the four flights which participated in the competition.

Cadets with the Louisiana Civil Air Patrol Cadet Encampment stand at attention dur-ing a drill competition. The cadets competed against each other, completing a series of drill movements judged by members of the base honor guard.

LEFT: Cadets with the Louisiana Civil 
Air Patrol Cadet Encampment march 
during a drill competition in Hoban 
Hall. Four separate flights of cadets 
participated, completing a series of 
drill movements that were judged by 
members of the base honor guard.



BEYOND DIGITAL IMAGING
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Slides & Negatives
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By 2nd Lt. Stephen Albert
2nd Operations 
Support Squadron

Barksdale was recently 
chosen as the host location 
for the annual Air Force tar-
geting workshop. 

The conference, held July 
12-14, attracted 88 partici-
pants from across the globe 
to discuss emerging and on-
going targeting issues.

Barksdale was selected 
by the Air Staff to host the 
typically Air Combat Com-
mand-driven workshop as 
a means to showcase the 
newest member of the Air 
Force targeting communi-
ty, Air Force Global Strike 
Command.

AFGSC plays an impor-
tant role in conventional 
and nuclear targeting and is 
home to both the B-2 and B-
52 long-range bombers.

The agenda consisted 
of three days of presenta-
tions and discussions, rang-
ing from program develop-
ments to best practices, and 
even lessons learned from 
Operation Odyssey Dawn, 
the U.S. combat operation 
in Libya. 

Brig. Gen. Everett Thom-
as, AFGSC vice command-
er, delivered the keynote 
address where his candid 
and personal remarks pro-
vided senior level insight. 

“He clearly understood 
our functional area and our 

role, and had personally put 
some thought into relating 
his knowledge and experi-
ences to our perspective,” 
commented a member from 
the headquarters Air Force 
Intelligence Directorate. 
“That respect, coupled with 
his affability, was well-re-
ceived by the attendees.” 

The annual workshop dis-
tinguishes itself from other 
conferences through its in-
teractive nature. Each year 
problems are identified and 
become action items for 
working groups over the 
next calendar year. In that 
way, the workshop serves 
as a benchmark for resolv-
ing differences throughout 
the targeting community.

AFGSC hosts 
annual AF 
targeting 
workshop

Article & photos by Staff Sgt. Brian Stives
8th Air Force Public Affairs 

Fourteen members of the 8th Air Force vol-
unteered their time to help the Providence 
House in downtown Shreveport July 20. 

The 8th Air Force Top 3 sponsored the 
event, and members from the Headquarters 
8th Air Force staff and 608th Air Operations 
Center volunteered to build new shelves for 
the daycare and move furniture in the ware-
house. 

The Providence House is a residential de-
velopment center for homeless families with 
children, providing comprehensive support 
services for improving the family structure 
and moving the family into independent liv-
ing.

The Providence House is the largest tran-
sitional and domestic shelter for homeless 
families with children in Louisiana, with the 
capacity to serve 90 families daily. In addi-
tion, it is the only shelter in Louisiana that 
operates a fully-licensed daycare facility ded-
icated to the care of homeless children. Since 
1992, Providence House has served 9,614 
homeless people in 2,955 families (that in-
cluded 3,486 adults and 6,099 children) and 
has provided 880,115 nights of shelter.

8th Air Force volunteers 
time to help children

Tech. Sgt. Sonja Sutherland passes two tricycles to Chief Master 
Sgt. Keith Bailey, both from Headquarters 8th Air Force, while clean-
ing out the Providence House daycare storage area. Fourteen mem-
bers of the Headquarters 8th Air Force staff and 608th Air Opera-
tions Center volunteered their time to help the Providence House 
in downtown Shreveport. The members built new shelves for the 
daycare and moved furniture in the warehouse. 

Fourteen members of the 8th Air Force vol-
unteered their time to help the Providence 
House in downtown Shreveport. The Provi-
dence House is a residential development 
center for homeless families with children, 
providing comprehensive support services for 
improving the family structure and moving 
the family into independent living.

For more                     
Barksdale news, visit                   

www.barksdale.af.mil.
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BOSC membership drive
The Barksdale Officers Spouses’ Club 

“Welcome to Margaritaville” kickoff party 
will be held Aug. 16 at the Barksdale Club. 
They are currently having a membership 
drive until Aug. 9, where due are only $50. 
To join now, download a membership form 
from their website, www.barksdaleosc.
com. Then, just mail the completed form 
and payment to the BOSC mailbox. For 
more information, e-mail BarksdaleOSC@
gmail.com. 

Oktoberfest Golf Tournament
 The first Oktoberfest Golf Tournament 

for this year will take place at 1 p.m. Aug. 
12.  All proceeds will go toward making this 
year’s Oktoberfest the best one yet.  Pric-
es are as follows ($10 cart fee per person): 
E1-4 $15.50, E5-7/GS1-7 $19, E8-UP/GS8-
UP $23,  guests $30. To sign your teams 
up, email Lieutenant Matthew Trevino at  
matthew.trevino@barksdale.af.mil.

East gate road construction
Road construction on Industrial Drive 

under I-20 and just north and south there-
of, will last for approximately 60 days. 
When construction commences, traffic 
will be down to one lane in both direc-
tions. This will severely impact traffic flow 
and congestion on Industrial Drive in and 
around the East Gate.

Sports physicals
The 2nd Medical Group will be conduct-

ing sports physicals for children between 
the ages of 4 and 18 from 8 to 11 a.m. Sat-
urday. For an appointment, call (318) 456-
6555.

BESG membership drive
The Barksdale Enlisted Spouse Group 

is holding its summer membership drive 
through Sunday. Prospective members 
who join by then will pay only a $15 mem-

bership fee. You cannot have been a pri-
or member of the organization to get this 
deal. Membership is open to spouses of ac-
tive duty enlisted members of all military 
branches, spouses of Air Force Reservist, 
spouses of retired enlisted, and civilians 
GS-8 and below. 

To obtain a membership form, e-mail 
besgmembership@hotmail.com.

Landings August events
uAug. 2: National Night Out 2011: Fes-

tivites are from 5-8 p.m. at the field behind 
the Welcome Center. Food, drinks, prizes 
and games will be provided.
uAug. 11: Play in the Sand Day: Come to 

the Welcome Center from 3:30-4:30 p.m. 
to creat sand art.
uAug. 15: National Relaxation Day: En-

ter to win one of two gift baskets from 
Bath Junkie in Bossier City. Winner will 
be drawn Aug. 16.
uAug. 25: Banana Split Day: Come by 

the Welcome Center from 3:30 p.m. to 5 
p.m. to get your banana split.

NCO Professional Enhancement 
Course 

There is an NCO Professional Enhance-
ment Course from Aug. 2-4 for staff ser-
geants and technical sergeants.

To sign up, go to https://afkm.wpafb.
af.mil/TeamBarksdaleCAA.

For questions, call or e-mail Master Sgt. 
Kimberly Owens at (318) 458-4700 or Kim-
berly.owens@us.af.mil.

Senior NCO Professional 
Enhancement Course 

There is a Senior NCO Professional En-
hancement Course Aug. 22-26 for master 
sergeant selects.

To sign up, go to https://afkm.wpafb.
af.mil/TeamBarksdaleCAA.

For questions, call or e-mail Master Sgt. 
Kimberly Owens at (318) 458-4700 or Kim-
berly.owens@us.af.mil. 

Summer pet embargo
The summer pet embargo runs through 

September. If the temperature reaches 85 
degrees or higher on the tarmac at the de-
parture location or any en route location, 
the servicing airline will not accept the 
pet for shipment. The embargo does not 
apply to pets traveling in cabin, only for 
those pets being checked-in as cargo. Air 
Mobility Command flights (Rotator) do 
not participate in the summer pet embar-
go program. For questions please contact 
the TMO, Passenger Movement section at 
(318) 456-4901.

Leave-in-Conjunction with official 
travel

When military and DoD civilian per-
sonnel are taking leave in conjunction 
with official TDY travel, and the desired 
travel routing deviates from normal rout-
ing for official travel, travelers should ob-
tain a LICWO travel memo from the Traf-
fic Management Office, Passenger Move-
ment section. The letter allows travelers to 
self-procure one-way or round-trip tickets, 
whichever benefits the member when ap-
proved in advance. The memo will identi-
fy Government costs limits for the official 
portion of the trip, and precludes problems 
with the traveler obtaining proper reim-
bursement. Travelers should also be ad-
vised the use of government contract air-
fares are strictly prohibited for use to and 
from leave locations in accordance with 
AFI24-101, Passenger Movement. These 
fares are offered by the airline industry for 
official travel purposes only, not for un-
funded leave travel. For more information 
contact the TMO, Passenger Movement 
section at (318) 456-4901.

Software on government 
computers

All software purchases, questions and 
installation requests should be channeled 
through your respective Unit Software 
License Manager. If you are unaware of 

who your USLM is, a complete listing can 
be found at  https://barksdale.eis.af.mil/
2%20BW/2msg/2cs/sco/scoo/Lists/US
LM%20Appointment%20List/Standard.
aspx. Your USLM will work with 2CS to 
ensure all software is properly licensed 
and installed. If your USLM cannot answer 
questions, contact Base Software License 
Manager Staff Sgt. Benjamin Arceneaux at 
(318) 456-6196.

Airman’s Attic hours
The Airman’s Attic will now be open on the 
first and third Monday of each month from 
6 to 7 p.m. This is to try to give those ac-
tive duty members who are on shifts an op-
portunity to utilize the Attic since they are 
not able to get there during normal hours. 
Therefore, during these special hours de-
pendents will only be allowed if they are 
accompanied by active duty member.

Military & Family Life Consultants 
Military and Family Life Consultants 

are available to help service members and 
their families regarding deployment/rein-
tegration, marriage and relationships, par-
enting/siblings and family, communication 
challenges, stress and anxiety, depression, 
grief and loss, and daily life issues. Consul-
tations and training are free and anony-
mous. After-hours and weekend appoint-
ments are available. Call the MFLC direct-
ly at (318) 918-9379 or the Airman & Family 
Readiness Center at (318) 456-8400.

No trespassing
Trespassing in the area around the fir-

ing range is not only illegal but dangerous 
due to daily weapons firing. A chain-link 
fence adjacent to the flight line encloses 
this area. Personnel with a valid need for 
entry into this area should call 2nd Securi-
ty Forces Squadron Combat Arms at (318) 
456-2509 for authorization. Call Master 
Sgt. John Franklin at (318) 456-2538 or 
Tech. Sgt. Jason Strother at (318) 456-2508 
for more information.

Briefly

Article & photo by Danielle Hill
dhill@shreveporttimes.com

“Prepare to get sweaty,” Carina 
Neale said.

Those are the words the wife of 
Airman 1st Class Cody Neale, 2nd 
Security Forces Squadron, spoke 
before participating in the free 
Zumba class at The Landings at 
Barksdale Welcome Center.

“This is my second class. It was 
really hard the first time, so I am 
giving it another try. I have never 
danced before, but this is a great 
workout,” she said.

The new one-hour class being 
offered by The Landings takes 
place at 6 p.m. Mondays and 10:30 
a.m. Wednesday at the Welcome 
Center.

“As you know, we offer free res-
ident events to our families and 
we were trying to think of anoth-
er popular way to bring residents 

in,” said Dreamer Dowden, The 
Landings at Barksdale commu-
nity manager. “Zumba just came 
about; once we announced it on 
Facebook, it took off as a huge 
hit.”

Taught by Stacy Davison, wife 
of Staff Sgt. Justin Davison, cur-
rently in Officer Training School, 
the class has only been in exis-
tence for a few weeks.

“The class is 70 percent Lat-
in music, so there is a little sal-
sa dancing. And we get to throw 
in our own moves in, as well. It is 

easy to follow,” Davison said.
The one thing she stressed, 

“You don’t have to be a danc-
er.”

“It is fun,” said Sarah Hale, 
wife of Airman 1st Class James 
Hale, 2nd Munitions Squad-
ron. “Make sure your bring 
sweat rags and wear appropri-
ate workout clothes that will 
move with you. Be prepared 
to sweat and get a good work-
out.”

Overall, the class has had a 
positive feedback.

The class is free to The Land-
ings residents only. Class size 
is limited to 10, so sign ups are 
important. If you didn’t sign 
up, you can still stop by the 
class to see if they have room.

“I think it is fantastic what 
The Landings is doing,” Neale 
said.

Free class has residents sweating off pounds
For more information
Zumba classes are offered 
at 6 p.m. Mondays and 10:30 
a.m. Wednesdays. To sign 
up, call The Landings at 
(318) 747-2723. 

Stacy Davison (front left) leads participants in the free Zumba class offered 
by The Landings at Barksdale. The class is offered Monday evenings and 
Wednesday mornings at the Welcome Center.
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fri.29
friday night dinner 
and entertainment

When: 6-8 and 7-11 p.m. 
American Legion Post #14, 
5315 South Lakeshore Drive, 
Shreveport.
Featuring: dinner and live 
music with Mason Dixon.
Admission: $8, dinner; free, 
entertainment.
Info: (318) 635-8186, (318) 
210-6359 or alegionpost14@
comcast.net.

sat.30
chely wright 

in concert
When: 8 p.m. Diamond-
Jacks Casino Resort, 
711 DiamondJacks Blvd., 
Bossier City.
Admission: $20-$35.
Info: (888) 595-4849.

‘so you think you 
can dance’ National 

dance day 
celebration

When: 11 a.m.-1 p.m. 
SandysDance Center, 111 
Dalton St., Suite 400, 
Shreveport.
Featuring: dance demon-
strations, exhibitions, door 
prizes and refreshments.
Admission: free.
Info: (318) 798-7836.

2011 ark-la-tex coin, 
stamp & card 

exposition
When: 9 a.m.-6 p.m. July 
30-31. Bossier Civic Center, 
620 Benton Road, Bossier 
City.
Featuring: a chance to buy, 
sell, trade and appraisal old 
coins, currency, stamps and 
sports memorabilia.

Admission: free.
Info: (318) 868-9077.

icing on the cake
When: 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Bossier Parish Community 
College, 6220 E. Texas St., 
Bossier City.
Featuring: regional cake 
artists, expert cake demon-
strations and Food Network 
cake champion Bronwen 
Weber.
Admission: $5, general ad-
mission; $5, entry into each 
cake demonstration; $20, 
cake competition and view 
all three demonstrations.
Info: (318) 678-6216 or 
www.quotaicingonthecake.
com.

‘law and murder’
When: 6 p.m. Robinson 
Film Center, 617 Texas St., 
Shreveport.
Featuring: a mystery dinner 
theater show and fundrais-
er for Robinson Film Center 
presented by Random Acts
Admission: $50. RSVP 
required.
Info: (318) 459-4122.

aug
fri.05

Little Big Town 
in concert

When: 8 p.m. Diamond-
Jacks Casino Resort, 
711 DiamondJacks Blvd., 
Bossier City.
Admission: $25-$45; $100, 
VIP Meet and Greet tickets.
Info: (888) 595-4849 or 
www.diamondjacks.com.

Movies & 
Moonbeams

When: 8:30 p.m. Riverview 
Park, Clyde Fant Memorial 

Parkway, Shreveport.
Featuring: outdoor screen-
ing of “Grownups.”
Admission: free.
Info: (318) 673-7892  or 
www.mySPAR.org.

sat.06
taste of culture

When: 6 p.m. Skybox, In-

dependence Stadium, 3301 
Pershing Blvd., Shreveport.
Featuring: a fundraising 
event for the Multicultural 
Center of the South with 
food and entertainment of 
26 cultures that represent 
Shreveport-Bossier and 
North Louisiana.
Admission: $35.
Info: (318) 424-1380.

tue.09
Shreveport-Bossier 
Captains vs. forth 

worth cats
When: 7:05 p.m. Aug. 9-11. 
Fair Grounds Field, 2901 
Pershing Blvd., Shreveport.
Featuring: a minor league 
baseball game.
Admission: $5.

Info: (318) 636-5555.

sun.14
martin lawrence

When: 7 p.m. CenturyLink 
Center, 2000 CenturyTel 
Center Drive, Bossier City.
Featuring: comedy show.
Admission: $45.50-$125.
Info: (800) 745-3000.

Computer Problems?
MAC’s • PC’s • Laptops • Game Consoles

8682 Youree Dr., Shreveport
318-670-7428

www.thecomputerproblem.com
Hours: Mon-Fri 10-6

Pat Holden and Charles Gibson, owners of a 
computer repair shop located on Youree Drive in 
Shreveport, credit their success to great customer 
service, and a $90 fl at fee (excluding the cost for parts) 
to fi x any computer problem.
Holden, a former restaurant and nightclub owner, has 
over 20 years of customer service experience. Gibson, 
who specializes in computer forensics, has been in the 
industry since 1996. Both say their backgrounds have 
let them create a customer base that has increased 
through the use of Facebook and word-of-mouth 
advertising.  $90 price tag for services hasn’t hurt 
business either. 
“People have been getting ripped off  for too long,” 
Holden said.  “We go beyond just fi xing a problem.  
Every system that comes here gets a full tune-up.  It’s 
a standard service we never deviate from.”

MAKING A DIFFERENCE

TWO LOCAL BOYS

SH-1000254841

Glass Nursery & Garden Center
5107 E. Texas • Bossier City

MON-SAT 8-5:00 Closed Sunday

318-747-6400

out!BlowSUMMER
COLOR

30%
OFF

40%
OFF

Summer Tree & Shrub Clearance

All Spring and Summer Annuals, 
Tropical and Perennial Color! 

Includes Houseplants , 4-6 Inch 
Pots & 10-14 Inch Containers 

and All Hanging Baskets. Lots of 
Beautiful Hot Weather Color.

All Shade & Ornamental 
Trees, Crepe Myrtles, Palms, 

Roses, Grasses, Topiaries, 
Hawthorns, Loropetalum, 

Hollies, Gardenias, Oleander 
and many more!

Helps to keep your 
plants moist 

during the heat

New Shipment of Fresh 
Clean Pine Straw - Nice 

Large Bales
Special Price

$599
bale 

(Need room for new arrivals)

SH-1000255506
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Calendar of Events
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